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FOREWORD 


(Mufti Hanif Patel: senior lecturer: Jami’ah al-Ilm wal-Huda & founc 
askourimam.com) 


In The Name of Allah, The All Merciful, The Most Merci- 
ful. 


All praise belongs to Allah Alone and peace and salutations 


be upon the Perfect Example, our Prophet Muhammad * 


Il was blessed to read the book, "Women who amazed us 
compiled by Maulana Abubakr (May Allah preserve hin 


Indeed, especially in times of confusion and difficulties, we 
find true inspiration, incentive, and motivation to better our. 
selves in the anecdotes and stories of great luminar the 
past, the beacons of true guidance. The compiler has ded 


Stories and examples of pious, generous, and ¢ 
women throughout different centuries: the selectio: 
anecdotes truly brings forth a deep love and appre 


this caravan and chain of pious women to grace the « The 
compiler does not only provide examples from the v r the 


Prophet @, the female-companions and women be! 


but of different generations including up to recent t am 


ly, the mothers of Maulana Ilyas Kandhlawi an 
Umar Palanpuri (May Allah have mercy upon them 


the footsteps of our pious predecess« 


ses and homes. The book is clear, succine 


ers, sisters, and daughters. Ameen 


ere 
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These stories entail a variety of morals and practical les- 
sons, helpful in responding to the different challenges of life. 
They help to develop patience, resilience, optimism and 
"strengthen your heart upon the truth". [Hud: 120] 


The Qur'an and prophetic traditions, too, present numerous 
accounts of pious women, such as Maryam, the wife of ‘Imran, 
the wife of Pharaoh and many more, as reminders, lessons, and 
inspiration to guide humanity. The Qur'an states, "Indeed, in 
their stories [of the past] is a lesson for people of understand- 
ing.” [Yusuf: 111] 


I hope this book serves to uplift and rekindle t 
flame of the next generation of girls and wom 


I recommend this book for bott 
individual as well as collective reading 
stand. The compiler has put in a great deal of ef 
ing this book, gathering stories from dozens of A 
and English sources. May Allah accept his efforts = 
abundantly and makes it a means of guidance for all our 
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These stories entail a variety of morals and practical les- 
sons, helpful in responding to the different challenges of life. 
They help to develop patience, resilience, optimism and 
"strengthen your heart upon the truth". [Hud: 120] 


The Qur'an and prophetic traditions, too, present numerous 
accounts of pious women, such as Maryam, the wife of ‘Imran, 
the wife of Pharaoh and many more, as reminders, lessons, and 
inspiration to guide humanity. The Qur'an states, "Indeed, in 
their stories [of the past] is a lesson for people of understand- 
ing.’ [Yusuf: 111] 


I hope this book serves to uplift and rekindle the 
flame of the next generation of girls and women to walk 
the footsteps of our pious predecessors. 


I recommend this book for both young and old 


stand. The compiler has put in a great deal of effort in compil 
ing this book, gathering stories from dozens of Arabic, Urdu, — 
and English sources. May Allah accept his efforts, reward him 
abundantly and makes it a means of guidance for all our moth- 
ers, sisters, and daughters. Ameen 
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ey! ASgiy te draig ctor 


ometimes in life, we encounter extraordinary, interes! 
ing and thought-provoking events. Some make us | 
Some make us cry and some make us wonder. 
some come and give our life an entirely new dimension. | 


€xperiences or events recorded are what make up a ‘stor) 


It is undeniably true that stories play a significant role 11 the 


life of a human. It is through stories that sometimes a |! 
comes a Saint, and the layman becomes a rich-man 
teach us lessons; lessons that motivate us and guide u 
give us a Chance to take ideas from the success of ot! 
make us mindful of the causes of the failures of others 
Baghdadi RA says, Stories are from the armies | 
through which he strengthens the hearts of his frier 
for this reason that the Quran, which is a means o! 


for all humanity and the source of all knowledge, is {1 sto 


ries. There is a complete chapter in the Quran ca 
Qasas (The story). However, Allah has a unique st) 
rating stories. The stories narrated in the Quran do | 
the traditional norm of “Once upon a time” and “| 
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happily ever after”, or follow a pattern of beginning, middle 
and end, but rather, the Quran narrates different parts of one 
incident in various chapters. One incident is distributed 
throughout the various chapters of the Quran. This keeps the 
reader's mind captivated throughout his recitation, and it pro- 
vides the reader with an opportunity to fully digest the morals 
of one part of an incident before proceeding to the next part of 
the incident. 


The Quran does not narrate stories simply for time-pass or 
tale-telling, but rather, for the reader to take lessons and take 
heed to the various repercussions of good and evil. 


Allah states in the Quran; 


“Indeed, in their stories, there is a lesson for men of understandi 

[Sarah Yusuf, 111] 

Tales, anecdotes and events are full of morals, lessons fi 

every class of people; children and adults, men and women 

alike. These stories leave a deep impression on the reader's 
mind and contribute to creating a revolution in people’s lives. 


What you have in front of you is a collection of stories, spe- 
cifically dedicated to the great achievements of the women of 
Islam. We pray that Allah makes this book a means of inspira- 
tion for us all. Ameen! 


Re. . 

i 
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We live i n a world where feminism and female empower- 
nent nt is dis cussed more than before and with an agenda to 
promote its own culture of obscenity and immodesty; Western 
mec ia has st lereotyped Muslim women’s rights. It is unfairly 
Rasy] iil ins porayeal hat in Islam, women are oppressed, marginalized, 

seclude ed; they are deprived of their rights and seen as 


‘The believing men and women are friends of one another; they enjoin what | = ae ss. "1 iS understanding of a woman’s position in Is- 


INTRODUCTION 


is good and forbid what is wrong. They establish Salah, pay the Zakat and 
obey Allah and his messenger. Allah will be merciful to them. Verily Allah lar ae society is “nothing but a misconception, misinformation, 
is all mighty and wise." 0 ju Ist ¢ a blata n t attempt to criticize the pure teachings of Islam 


Rather, contrary to what is alleged, Islam was the first to grat 
we men rigt its at a time when no nation or civilization 
‘ : ; : to re ognize SOcI 
isconceptions, misunderstandings and _ misinfor- a Aya 9 fess oa na Sigmbed me oe 
: - one ve rs 
mation are just some of the factors that make up the gM poe Bnyanig Ba Ouran waste 
a Islamophobic environment that we find ourselves . nt her he oo C me = scent 
tee . at_ grantec er religious, soci ucation 
- in, and truth be told, no one is to blame but ourselves. Mesmer- Br Comeego g! 
Rt: 7 ae 3 rig ohts, Islam came e and not only gave her a chancel Os 
ized by western civilization, we have lost confidence in our 
> gave her a chance to be heard. After reading the his tc 
Own unique and sublime legacy and civilization; we have sur- 
rendered ourselves to the secular and modernist mind with the 


t ousands of w on nen in forty bibliographical collecti On: 
fear of being labelled as “old-fashioned”. frog " ee yuh ae put Rode, lecturers a 
University of Jerusalem, did not find any evidence to s 
With “Read” [96:1] being the first word of revelation from the view that uslim women were marginal, eee... and 
Allah, it was our responsibility to firstly educate ourse! ves, and stricted by the re igion of Islam. In fact, she actually conclud 
thereafter enlighten the world with the unique and peaceful with the follow wins g words: “The role of women in traditiona 


{Al-Tawbah: 71] 


; message of the Holy Quran. But unfortunately, neither intellec- Isl amic society ha. 5 often been portrayed in extremely negatty 
tually nor practically have we made an effort to present the ter ms that are not justified by historic reality.”’ ' . 
be beautiful teachings of the Quran, and neither have we made an | 

on effort to replace the misinformation with authentic and genuine 


— 


Islamic literature to highlight the beautiful picture of |s!am 


ek. . 
limdigest.com (January 2014) 
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Pre-Islam, women in Arab and non-Arab lands had no sa\ 
or involvement in the development of their respective commu- 
nities and societies. Islam changed this and made women an 
integral part of the community, giving them a chance to ex- 
press their opinions in matters of religious, social, political, 
and economical affairs. This was a time when not one nation 
or community, but every nation on the map of the world held a 
ridiculous attitude towards women. /n Christianity, she was 
considered “the organ of the devil” (St. Bernard), “A fountaiy 
of the arm of the devil” (St.Antony), “She is the gate of th 
devil. The road of inequity, the sting of the scorpion” (St. Je- 
rome). In Hinduism, “Women are devoid of their senses, and 
incompetent to inherit” (Manu ix, 3), “There can be no friend: 
ship with women. Women’s hearts are in fact the dens of th 
wolves” (Rig Veda: 10, 95, 15).' 


In France, a woman was considered to be half human and 
the source of all evil. In China, it was perceived that women 
possessed a devilish soul and thus invited people towards evil 
In Japan, women were considered to have been born impure 
and they were kept away from worshipping places. In the Arab 
world, the birth of a daughter would be a shame and 4 source 
of disgrace for the family, and she would be buried a’ 

When the nations of the international world hac ridicu- 
lous attitude towards women, 1400 years before we, the s0- 
called “Modern-civilized nation’ allegedly gave women thell 


' Women’s rights in Islam, Muhammad Sharif Chaudhry 
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rights, Islam had already come and not only granted women 
rights but raised them beyond what they were thought of and 
gave them a dignified status. Compared to the West, Islam was 
way ahead of i its time. Economically speaking, up until the 19" 
ocean had no rights to own property. One of the very 
first lay to be passed to give women property rights was in 


: ©. The reality is that it was Islam that fecal for 
the rights one it was Islam that made the hedonistic men 
ae mpuespecore aware of the great status of women @ 
| et he political, social, legal, and religious nights tha 
oa des erve. It was Islam that released women from the 
worthlessness to the heights of value and sig es e 
F a chapter i in the Holy Quran has been dedice 
nely, *Al-Nisa’ (The women) and on numer ic 
c he Prophet % has narrated the merits and virtues of 
Mothers, aughters, and Wives. 


The secular world which seems to be championing the 
cause of women has done nothing but burdened hen under the 
label. of freedom and rights, and the term “freedom” just a 
polite term for ‘exploitation’. Unfortunately, those ee are 
ignorant of Deen; those who lack spiritual knowledge; es 
who have been blinded by the materialistic world and have fe 
victim. to their carnal desires feel that the success and progress 
of women lie in abolishing the concept of Hijab, exposing y 
them to the world and giving them more freedom. Islam by m ) 
way pre revents a woman from progressing and succeeding in 


life. Throughout history women have achieved some of the 
' 


ee 
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greatest achievements, and even today, if one was to study |s 

lamic history, he would realize that women in Islamic socict) 

were very much active in religious, political, and literary ex- 

ploits. Islam encourages women to educate themselves and be 
ambitious about themselves as long as they are within the |im- 
its of Shariah. The likes of Hadhrat ‘Aysha RA are an example 
for us. Besides being the wife of the Holy Prophet ™, she was 
an expert in the field of Hadith, Figh and even medicine. Man) 
of the distinguished Sahaba RA would consult her regarding 
religious matters. Approximately, one-fourth of all our reli. 
gious injunctions have come through her. 


If we look closely, we will realize that some of the ereates! 
scholars, thinkers and inventors were the products of a moth- 
ers love and compassion, a daughter’s sacrifice, or the wife's 


support. As well as men, women have always intellectually. 


religiously, and academically been at the forefront. Without 3 


doubt, there is no religion or organization other than | 
truly understands the nature of women and values their status 


The laws of Islam pertaining to women; the veil, mar and 
divorce rights, etc. are all in fact, laws in recognition of the 
value and status of women. The law of Hijab is noi 50N- 


ment for a woman, but rather a means of security tec: 
tion. If one has something which he greatly valu 

only sensible and logical for him to be concerned ¢ dopt- 
ing the correct means whereby he will secure and tit. A 
person who travels by train (or any public transpo) al 
of money will never go about displaying his mone) Ra 


ther, he will take great pains in looking after it ai ping I 
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as Safe ¢ 
thing t: 


§ possible. Accordingly, in Islam, the most valuable 
the dignity of women. Hence, neglecting the law of Hi- 
jab, removing the women from their homes, and allowing them 
to intermingle fr eely in public, is exposing them to great dan- 
ger. Danger that is similar to those that are feared through 
exposing one’s vu ealth before people are feared here as well - 

Ali Thanwi. The Hijab is not just to protect her from 
rather it is an honor for her, through which 


‘alued for what is inside and not the outside. 


5 mens ae es1 es t 


she i 


Islam is all ‘iss Rights and limits. On the one hand, Isla 
grants \ r right to study and progress. On the ot 
nand, it has a i mits, so that the evil and immoral actio 
the devilish men annot tarnish her honor and dignity. 


VOIT en 1 


As mentioned earlier, because of a lack of insigh 
lamic history rare ely do we hear about the accomplaiiiis 


rele vious an “dig acade mic accomplishments and rarely do we hear 
of t he contribution of women as intellectuals, mystics, preach- 
ers, and W jarriors. This fact cannot be erased from the pages of 
his ory that v vomen have played a key role in the making of 
some of the greate st personalities in history. The remarkable 
muster of couré age, unparalleled steadfastness, dedication, and 
loft / aspirations: have always been concealed behind the veil. 
When it comes to prese rving and propagating the Din, whether 
it be Hadith, Figh or Tafseer, or whether it be bravery, piety 
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and a passion for worship we often hear the names 


Ih, 
a | 


‘Abbas, Imam Bukhari, Imam Abu Hanifah, Ibn Kathir, Has., | 
Basti RA etc. but the likes of Hadhrat ‘A?ishah RA, Hadhray | 
Sumayyah RA, Hadhrat Khawla RA, Rabi’ah Basriy) 
and their achievements in the field of religion are son 
veiled from the world’s eye. 


I 
+ 


This short book 1s a small collection of stories th: 
the intelligence, passion, bravery, and accomplishment 
Muslim women of the past. May Allah make it a me: 


spiration for the Muslim Ummah. Amin! 
M Abubakr 
Jamad al-Thani 1442/2020 


In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, 
Most Kind 
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Hadhrat Umm al-Mu’minin ‘Aysha RA 


2 


Her excellence 


he can rightly be described as the “Teacher of teachers’, 
she was superior in knowledge not only to the other 
wives of the Prophet @ and other leading women, but 
even to most of the male companions. The great companions 
of the Prophet ™, who themselves were mountains of 
knowledge and piety, would frequently visit Hadhrat ‘Aysha 
Siddigah RA to learn from her. 


Sayyidina Abu Musa Ash’ari RA narrates, “never was ¢ 
hadith unclear to us — the companions of the Prophet = - and 
we asked Sayyidinad ‘Aysha RA except that we found som 


knowledge concerning it with her...”’ {A\-Tirmidhi, V 


“Urwah b. Zubayr RA says, “/ never saw a scholar superior 
to ‘Aysha in learnings about the Holy Quran, injunctions, le 
gality and illegality of things, poetry, medicine, history of ar- 
cient Arabia, and pedigree” {Sifatus Safwah, Vol |) 


Her generosity 


‘Urwah RA narrates, “Once I saw ‘Aysha RA distributing 


seventy thousand Dirhams among the poor, whilc e hersell 
was Wearing a patched shirt.” [Sifatus Safwah, Vol || 
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Hadhrat Ur nm Zi in RA who used to prepare meals for 
Jadhrat ‘Ay: sha Ré \ narrates, “Once, Ibn Al-Zubayr RA sent 
two bags conte sinit ga hundred thousand for Hadhrat ‘Aysha 
, ANE dhrat ‘Ay ysha ‘asked for a bowl and distributed every 
ham by evening even though she was fasting on that day. 
, Whe n the evening came She said, “O maid! Bring me my 
Iftar”, The ma d came with bread and oil, so Umm Zarrah said 
to ‘Aysha RA, “coulc you not use a dirham from the money to 
t with wh: hich to break your fast?” she replied, 


ninded 1 me about it, | would have done so” [Sifatu 


> 


tot 


»aalt«sa46 @ 


A God- fearing daughter 


™\y uring th Sealiphs te of ‘Umar RA, it was nott 
B for him to be sec cen patrolling the streets durin 
~ night Mn | fact, | ; was his routine to make sure 
everyone was safe. On o ne such night, he was patrolling tl 
streets with his servant. E Becoming tired, both of them stopped 
to rest beside a house. Th sy could hear the voice of an old 
oman from inside e > he Ise; she was ordering her daugtioa 
to water down the mi Ik the y were going to sell the following 
day But he daughter r refus sed her request. Instead, she said 
4 i 
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&& 


Indeed, the leader of the believers has sent someone to 
nounce that it is forbidden to mix the milk with water.” 


The Mother was not necessarily angry with her daughie: 
but she insisted that her daughter complies with her request 
She even tried to reason with her saying, “Where is ‘Um 


now? Verily, he does not see us.” Her believing, trustwort! 


daughter answered, “If ‘Umar does not see us, indeed, the lord 


of ‘Umar sees us. "Umar RA was very impressed by w! 


her trustworthiness, on the following morning, he asked 
her and found out that her name was Umm °‘Ammarah bin’ 
fyan b. “Abdullah al-Thagafi and that she was unman 
then married her to his son ‘Asim RA. Allah blessed t! 


riage, for one of their grandchildren turned out to be 


pious Caliph, "Umar b. “Abd al-Aziz RA. [Sirat ‘Umar | 
*Aziz] 


> a 


The University of Al Qarawiy! 


uring the Eighth century, one of the gre 
of the time was the Grand College Mo: 
Al Qarawiyin in Fez, Morocco. 


al he 
heard from the young woman. Impressed by her faith and b 


He 
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Livy 


well 


Astrolabes, 
Sand clocks, etc. There were also Pridics | in Quran and Theol- 
ogy, L La aw, R 


Rhetoric, Literature, Arithmetic, Geography, Medi- 
cine, Grammar, Muslim history, etc. It also included learning 
of the whole Quran and knowledge of Arabic and other scienc- 
es. Students from around the world Syria, Persia, India, etc 
would come to study at this university. 

Peeriery 


RAE. this university was originally built as a Mosque 
during the Idrisid’s rule in 841 CE by Fatimah al-Fihri, a de- 
vout and pious young woman. She was well educated and after 
inheriting a large amount from her father who was a suecessft 
businessman, vowed to spend her entire inheritance on bu 
ing a mosque for her community. On launching the project, sh 
began a daily fast until the campus building was compl 
[1001 inventions, Muslim heritage in our world] 


KKK 


Umm Salmah RA’s wise decision 


CC ee 


adhrat Umm Salmah RA - One of the wives of the 
Holy Prophet # was endowed with sound opinions 
and an intelligent mind which were of great use on 


the day of al-Hudaybiyyah. When the Prophet @ completed the 
ieaty of al-Hudaybiyyah, he said to his companions, “Stand 
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slaughter, and then shave your heads.” However, nobody stood 
up, not even after the Prophet repeated his command three 
times. Thereafter, the Prophet ™ entered upon Umm Salmah 
RA and mentioned to her the reaction of the people. He saic 
“The people have become destroyed.” She said, “O Messenger 
of Allah, do you really want that? Go out and don’t speak a 
single word to anyone from them until you slaughter your sac- 
rifice, and then call your barber to shave your head. 


~ SdW 


Sacrificial animal and shaved his head. When the peop! 


this, they immediately stood up and also slaughtered their ani- 


mals. Then they began to shave one another’s heads. {Sahih 
Bukhari, Kitab al-Shurit] 


KKK HH 


A woman ’s determined faith in the 


promise of Allah 


man once arrived in Madinah to meet the 


pointed out a house to me and said, ‘A 
lived in that house went out on an expedition (i: 
Allah) with the army and left behind twelve goat: 
die with which she used to knit. However, she | 


tJ 
tJ 


lhe 
Prophet ™ went out, spoke to no one until he slaughtered his 


He narrates that when he came to the Prop he 2 
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ee 
eee 


d her needle. She then prayed, ‘O my Rabb! You have 
n to protect those who go out in your path in every 

1owever, have lost one of my goats and my needle. | 
< you in your nam 1e for my goat and my needle.’ The Prophet 
the determined manner in which she 
the next morning, she had her goat and 
bas epwell as her needle with another needle 
\abah, Vol 1; Ahmad] 
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as Kandhalwi RA, a revivalist and one ¢ 
ee fincatal scholars of India, was broug 
a household known for its piety and vigorou 
Mawlana Ilyas RA’s mother was a Hafidhah of the Quran, 
i.e. she had learnec ae e Quran by heart. It was her habit that in 
the month of "Ramadha an, she would recite the whole Quran and 
an z ditional 105 juz every day (She would complete 40 com- 
pletic ns of the Quran in the month Ramadhan). Despite her 
other househ hold duties, she was steadfast on this practice of 
hers long with ti in shold chores. 


£ 
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slaughter, and then shave your heads.” However, nobody stood 
up, not even after the Prophet ™ repeated his command three 
times. Thereafter, the Prophet entered upon Umm Salmat 
RA and mentioned to her the reaction of the people. He said, 
“The people have become destroyed.” She said, “O Messenger 
of Allah, do you really want that? Go out and don’t speak ¢ 
single word to anyone from them until you slaughter your sac 
rifice, and then call your barber to shave your head.” The 
Prophet went out, spoke to no one until he slaughtered his 
Sacrificial animal and shaved his head. When the people sa, 
this, they immediately stood up and also slaughtered their ani. 
mals. Then they began to shave one another’s heads 
Bukhari, Kitab al-Shurat] 
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A woman’s determined faith in the 


promise of Allah 
~> 
man once arrived in Madinah to meet | phet # 
He narrates that when he came to the P: j he # 
pointed out a house to me and said, ‘A woman wh 
lived in that house went out on an expedition e path 
Allah) with the army and left behind twelve goa her net 
dle with which she used to knit. However, she ne of he 
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ler need e. She then prayed, ‘O my Rabb! You have 

ertal © protect those who go out in your path in every 
way. I, however, have lost one of my goats and my needle. | 
isk you in your name for my goat and my needle.’ The Prophet 
@ then described to me the determined manner in which she 
prayed to Allah. By the next morning, she had her goat and 
another just like it as well as her needle with another needle 


just like it. [Hayat al-Sahabah, Vol 1; Ahmad] 
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The mother of Mawlana Ilyas RA 


ee 


. A awiana Ilyas Kandhalwi RA, a revivalist and one 6 
\ f the most ir fluential scholars of India, was brought 


& up in a household known for its piety and vigorous 


Sa 


efforts in worship. 


vlana Ilyas RA s mother was a Hafidhah of the Quran, 
i.e. She had learned the Quran by heart. It was her habit that in 
the mon h of Ramadt an, she would recite the whole Quran and 
an additional 10 Juz every day (She would complete 40 com- 
pletior ; of the Quran in the month Ramadhan). Despite her 
other household dut es, she was steadfast on this practice of 
hers along with the household chores. 
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Besides this, it was her daily practice to recite: Durud Shari 
5000 times, Ism-e-Zat “Allah’ 5000 times, Bismillah a! 
Rahman al-Rahim 1000 times, Ya Mughni 1100 times, Li 
illaha illa Allah 1200 times, Ya-Hayyu Ya Qayyiim 200 time: 
Hasbi-Allah Wa Ni'mal wakil 500 times, Subhdan-Allah 2 
times, Al-Hamd-lillah 200 times, La ilaha illa-Allah 200 time: 


Allahu Akbar 200 times, Istighfar 500 times, Ufawwidhu amv 
illallah 100 times, Hasbunallah wa ni'mal wakil \000 times, 
Rabbi inni maghlubun fantasir 1000 times, Rabbi-inni 
masanni al-Dhurru wa anta arhamur al-Rahimin, \(00 times, 
La ilaha illa anta Subhanaka inni kuntu min al-Z4limin \() 


times. [Dini Da’ wat] 


WH I 


A small girl shocks the saint 


+ 
ne day, Shaykh Abi Abdillah Mu! id 
Sulayman Al-Jazuli’ was on a journey. When he wa 
in a great need of water for performin 
came upon a well but could not reach the thout 2 
bucket and rope which he did not have. He be« ry WOF 


ried. A young girl saw this and came to his ass: She sp2 


into the well whereupon the water rose to the 


lA pious saint and scholar and author of ‘Dala’i! al-Khayrat 


* 
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.s 


accord. Seeing this miracle, he asked the girl, “how is that pos- 
sible?” the Girl replied, “I was able to do this through my 
sending of blessings upon the Prophet ™.” Having thus seen 
the benefit of sé ading Durtd upon the Prophet ™, he decided 
to vrite Dala’il al-K n ayrat. [Dala’il al-Khayrat - (Guide to Goodness - 
English Translation)]} 
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_A positive wife 


: 

__sma’I says, “I arrived at an outlying deser 
I saw the most beautiful of women married t 
me ne 

Miiest of men. 


7 = 


I asked her, “How can a woman like you be happy witt 
husband like this?” 
She repl 2c “Remain silent! You have spoken out of tur 
Pe ips, he is better than me in his relationship with his crea 
tor and Iam his reward for this. Conversely, I may not be on 
good terms with my creator and he has made him my punish- 
ment. Should I not be content with that which pleases Allah?” 


nu 


Asma’T sa a er reply silenced me.” [Ihya ‘Ulim al-Din Vol 2] 
——— 
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A passion for serving the Deen 


uring the time of Hartin Rashid, the Romans too} 
several Muslim women as captives and news of thi 
reached him. Mansur Ibn ‘Ammar RA was prompt 
advised to utilize the court of Harun Rashid and encourage th 


Muslims to fight in the path of Allah and release the captive 


He agreed and while encouraging them, a sealed package wa 
thrown towards him, to which was attached the following note 
"lam an Arab woman. I have received news of the capture o 
the Muslim women by the Romans, and | heard you encourag: 
ing people to fight in the path of Allah. I hereby present to yo 
the most honorable part of my body, my braids. | have cut m 
long hair and placed it in this sealed package. | : yu in the 
name of Allah, the great, to make them into a bridle [or a hors 
that will be used in the path of Allah. Perhaps A he great, 
will take pity on my condition and shower his n pon me 


due to this action of mine.” [Sifatus Safwah Vol 2! 
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_ Amother replies brilliantly 


\h cam B: Qays RA narrates: a woman called Khallad 
Hs. the Prophet # while she was veiled. She was 
arching for her son who had been martyred. Some of 
pe smn Said to her: “you have come here asking for 


: eo of Allah % said, “You will get the rewar d 
martyrs for your son.” She asked: why is that so? TI 
tf teplied, “Because the Ahl al-Kitab (people of th 


ay 


book) h hay e killed him.” [Sunan abi Dawud] 
* @* oO a" 


Hadhrat Safiyyah RA’s brave : 


adhrat ‘“Abbad narrates that during the battle o i 
‘Khandag, Hadhrat Safiyyah RA was in a fortress, 
which belonged to Hadhrat Hassan RA. She narrates, 
“Hassan was with us women and children in the fortres s when 
a Jew passed by and started circling the fortress. The e was no 
one to defend us as the Prophet @ and the Muslims were en- 
gaged with the enemy. When this intruder suddenly came upon 
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us, I said, “O Hassan! As you can see, this Jew is circling th 
fortress. By Allah! I fear that he will inform the Jews behind us 
about our secrets while the Messenger of Allah and his com 
panions are occupied elsewhere. Go down and kill him’ i 

san replied, “May Allah forgive you, O daughter of “Abd a 
Muttalib. By Allah! You know well that I am unable to do tha 


When he said this to me and I saw that I could expect no sup. 
port from him, I took a tent peg and came down from the for. 
tress. I then struck the Jew until he was dead. After finishing 
off with him, I returned to the fortress and said, “O Hassan! Go 
down and take his possessions. The only thing that prevented 


me from taking them myself was that he is a man 
Sahabah; al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah, Bayhaai| 


KKH 


A daring Sahabiyya 


+ 


nas RA narrates that on the day of Hi Umn 
Sulaym RA took out a dagger she had DOSses 
sion. Abu Talha saw her and said, © nger | 
Allah, this is Umm Sulaym, she is holding a da: he Mes: 
senger of Allah © asked her, “What is this dag; O Umn 
Sulaym?” She bravely replied, “1 shall run it th the bell 
of any Kafir that approaches me.” The Mes: f Alla 


smiled on hearing these words. [Sahih Muslim, Kk 
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n ‘Ammarah’s participation in battles 


O 


= a 
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adt ‘at Umm ‘Ammarah RA, a Sahabiyyah, partici- 
pated in the battle of Uhud and fought courageously. 
At first, she took the responsibility of distributing Wa- 
ter to > Muslim f ighters and nursing the wounded till they 5 
having the upper hand. When the Muslims were rout 
confusion on pread in the camp, she was forced t 
arms. She » came close to the Prophet ® anc 
the utmost avery. She had picked up ¢ 
from a fleeir ing soldier and when the unbelie 
Holy Prophe ete she defended him with < 
When Ib 1 Qamiyah reached the Holy Propel | S te 
she advanced and defended his attack. She rec 
her shoulder. She attacked him with his 
he was unh due to the double armor he was wearing 


During the Kila of Hadhrat Abibakr RA, she took of 


| abib, to fight against the false Prophet Musayle 
mah in the battle of Yamamah. Musaylamah killed her son 
and she vowed to kill Musaylamah or attain martyrdom her: 
self. She drew her sword and went into the battlefield coura 
geously. She had one of her hands chopped off and rece 
twelve wounds. May Allah have mercy on nr [Bic 
women co ons of the Holy Prophet @, Mawlana, Sa” 
al-Salam and *4 */ Hamah Sayyid Sulayman Nadwi; Ibn a im 
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Asma bint Abubakr RA 


adhrat Asma RA was the beloved daughter of Ha. 
dhrat Abtbakr RA. She was one of the first women to 
have accepted Islam. According to some narrations 
she was the eighteenth person to accept Islam. Just like her fa. 


ther, she was courageous and generous. 


Patience on son’s martyrdom 


Hadhrat Asma RA was the daughter of Hadhra’ 
RA and the mother of the valiant Sahabi, Hadhrat ° A 


Zubayr RA. 


When the Syrian forces besieged the Holy Kk 


dullah b. Zubayr came to his mother Hadhrat 
advice. She advised him to die fighting the ene: 
final hour and martyrdom appeared very close. 
to his mother for advice. She said, “My son! H 
disgraceful peace for fear of death is not be 
killed. This is because to fight with a sword in h 
than to beat with a whip in dishonour.” 


He acted on his mother’s advice and fel! 
geously. Hajjaj put his dead body on a cros: 
RA with her slave girl visited her son’s dead 
days. She bore indefinite patience and forbear. 
remarked, “Has not the time arrived for this » 


an, ‘AD- 
a RA for 


When his 


‘ COUTA: 


rs 
rat Asma 
’ » the 

iter { ive 


nd simpl\ 
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his mount?” [Biographies of women companions of the Holy Prophet *, 
Mawlana, Sa’id Ansari, “Abd al-Salam and ‘Allamah Sayyid Sulayman 


Nadwi; Usud al Ghabah, Isti’ab] 
JWI, _ 


Her spirit of bravery 
On his final visit to his mother, Abdullah B. Zubayr RA 
smbraced Hadhrat Asma RA. As they were both emotionally 

ipped in each o her’s arms, knowing that this would be their 
last meeting, Hadhrat Asma noticed that Ibn Zubayr was 
ing a body armor. She said to him, “Those who are inter 
acrificing their life do not need armor.” Abdullah B, Z 
assured her explaining that he had only worn the a 
sure her that he was fully prepared for the assault. 
was still not assured, Abdullah B. Zubayr removed his 
pulled up his sleeves and tied his shirt around his waist 
Hadhrat Asma was saying, “wear your clothes in a manner t 
displays vigor and prudence” [Tarikh Tabari, Vol 5] 


re 


Commitment and tolerating torture 


/hen Allah permitted the Prophet @ to leave Makkah and 
migrate to Madinah, he went and informed Hadhrat Abubakr 
RA. Hadhrat At ubakr RA accompanied the Prophet on this 
journey and his entire family; his wife, slaves, sons, and 
daughters provided their services for the Prophet ©. 

nen the Prophet ® slipped through the hands of the 
Quraish on the day of Hijrah, they came to the house of Abt 
bakr RA. Hac hrat Asma RA opened the door and they as 
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Asma bint Abubakr RA 


adhrat Asma RA was the beloved daughter of Ha. 


dhrat Abubakr RA. She was one of the first wom 
have accepted Islam. According to some narration 


she was the eighteenth person to accept Islam. Just like her fa. 


ther, she was courageous and generous. 


Patience on son’s martyrdom 


Hadhrat Asma RA was the daughter of Hadhrat Abibak 
RA and the mother of the valiant Sahabi, Hadhrat ‘Abdullah 


Zubayr RA. 

When the Syrian forces besieged the Holy Ka’bah, ‘Ab 
dullah b. Zubayr came to his mother Hadhrat Asma RA for 
advice. She advised him to die fighting the enemy. When hi 
final hour and martyrdom appeared very close. pain came 
to his mother for advice. She said, “My son! Humiliating a 
disgraceful peace for fear of death is not be an being 
Killed. This is because to fight with a sword in r is better 
than to beat with a whip in dishonour.” 

He acted on his mother’s advice and fe! ing cour 
geously. Hajjaj put his dead body on a cros lhrat Asm 
RA with her slave girl visited her son’s deac after three 
days. She bore indefinite patience and forbea: and simp 
remarked, “Has not the time arrived for this ) get dov 
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his mount?” [Biographies of women companions of the Holy Prophet %, 
era p 

Mawlana, Sa’id Ansari, “Abd al-Salam and ‘Allamah Sayyid Sulayman 

Nadwi; Usud al Ghat a, Ista) 


Hers pirit of b ravery 


On his final visit to his mother, Abdullah B. Zubayr RA 
embrace ed ees RA. As they were both emotionally 
wrapped in each other’ Ss arms, knowing that this would be thei 
last nese ladhrat Asma noticed that Ibn Zubayr was w 
ing a bo body armor. | She said to him, “Those who are inte 

crificing the "ir life do not need armor.” Abdullah Bs 
assured her ‘explaining that he had only worn the ¢ 
sure her that he was fully prepared for the assault. W 
was still not assured, Abdullah B. Zubayr removed his a 
pullec up his slec Jes and tied his shirt around his waist, wi 
Hadhrat Asma wa saying, “wear your clothes in a manner tha 
displays vigor and prudence” [Tarikh Tabari, Vol 5] 


Commitment and tolerating torture 


Vhen Allah f rmitted the Prophet @ to leave Makkah and 
migrate to Madinah, he went and informed Hadhrat Abubakr 
RA. Hadhrat A iibakr RA accompanied the Prophet on this 
journey and his entire family; his wife, slaves, sons, and 
daughte rs provided their services for the Prophet ®. 


When the Prophet slipped through the hands of the 
Quraish on the day of Hijrah, they came to the house of Abu 
bakriE <A. Hadhrat Asma RA opened the door and they askec 
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her where her father was? Very calmly she replied, “! do ng 
know’. Abi Jahal raised his hands and slapped Hadhrat Asm; 
so hard that her earring went flying. However, she perseverec 
and did not disclose the location of her father and the Prophe 
 [Al-Rahig al-Makhtim; Ibn Hisham] 


> sO Os ae 


The Mother of Sayyid 
Abu al-Hasan “Ali Nadwi 


he scholar and thinker of the century, Maw ana Sayyx 
Abu al-Hasan “Ali Nadwi was one of the great scholar 
of our times. Acknowledged by both the Arabs and 
Non—Arabs as an erudite scholar, his writings in Arabic and 


Urdu are profound and are read all over the wor! 


As a student, Mawlana was an average stud nd not one 


of the bright ones. However, the way Allah used him to sene 
his Din is quite remarkable. 


When Mawlana was asked about this rathe: Jaracteristic 
success that he gained by becoming one of {| atest schol 
ars, thinkers, and writers of the century, he would explain thd 

Of His SUC 


the Du’as of his beloved mother was the ke\ 


CeSS. 
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it every day till the very last days of her life she would 
Ra “ats of Salat al-Hajah' and make the following 
Du "i for her n; “O Allah save the light of my eyes, my ‘Ali 
from. committing any evil, O Allah you be his guide in every 


step of his his ie.” 


She had advised her son, “O ‘Ali, make it a habit to mak 
this Du’ every day: ‘O Allah, grant me a dest part of th 
00d that you give to your pious servants.” [Bikhre Moti, Vol 7 


ae ete te te te 

se 

_ Unprecedented dedication 
eae _= sa Ror 


Professor of Islamic studies at a college had a bright 
\ daughter who passed her Metric exams with e XCEP 
Ktional marks. Due to her talent and ability, she con- 
sidered studying further and becoming a nurse. However, at 
that time there was no Girls’ college, and her father ‘was no 

prepared to see her studying in a mixed college of boy oe 
girls, However, the girl was determined to ful her dream 
and aspirati i irations, so the father permitted her to study privately. 


p= Aes 
‘ 


ee 
"prayer fo iain of need 
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As the father was a professor in a college, he brought all the 
medical books for the daughter from the college and she star 
ed studying privately and preparing for the medical exams 


When the young girl would encounter a tough and comple 
topic, she would refer to her father. The father was a lecture 
of Islamic studies and he had no knowledge of science or med. 
icine, therefore the next day, he would refer to the prolessors 
of science and they would explain the subject to him. He 
would come back home and from the little he had understood 
he would explain to his daughter. Being a bright girl, the 
daughter would pick up from the hints and solve the problem 


a nurse. [Khutbat e Fagir, Vol 1] 


KWH 


She continued to study like this till the very end. When she 
gave her examinations, she passed so successfully that she wa: 
admitted into the “Fatimah Jinah medical college’ in Lahore 
which is an exclusive Girls’ college and she eventually became 
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Hadhrat Fatimah bint Muhammad « 


ee te ad 


it Fatimah RA was the Beloved daughter of the 
@, The Prophet @ had a special love for 
+ He once said: "Fatimah is a part of me. 

Whatey ever pleases her, pleases me, and whatever an- 
vers hi er, ange 7 me.”’ He also said: "Sufficient for you among 
the women of mankind are; Maryam Bint ‘Imran, ‘Asiyah, the 
wife of Fir’av m, , Khadijah, Mother of the Believers and Pi 
mah, daughter « of Muhammad. " 


atin nah Ry aiwas given the title of "al-Zahra” y 
"The k esplenc ent One". That was because 0 i or t 
which s seme Ho radiate light. It is said that when she stoo 
Prayer, the N Mihrab would reflect the light of her countenar 
She was als called "al-Bartal" because of her a ist 
stead of spending her time in the company of women, muct 
her time would be spent in Salah, in reading the Qur 
other acts of worship. 


' Jimi’ al-Tirmidht Vol. 2 al-Managib 
* yumi" al-TirmidhT Vol, 2 al-Manaqib 
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As the father was a professor in a college, he brought all the 
medical books for the daughter from the college and she start. 
ed studying privately and preparing for the medical exams 


When the young girl would encounter a tough and compley 
topic, she would refer to her father. The father was a lecturer 
of Islamic studies and he had no knowledge of science or med. 
icine, therefore the next day, he would refer to the professor 
of science and they would explain the subject to him. He 
would come back home and from the little he had understood, 
he would explain to his daughter. Being a bright girl, the 


daughter would pick up from the hints and solve the problem 


She continued to study like this till the very end. When she 


gave her examinations, she passed so successfully that she wa 
admitted into the “Fatimah Jinah medical college’ in Lahore 
which is an exclusive Girls’ college and she eventually became 


a nurse. [Khutbat e Fagir, Vol 1] 
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t Fatimah bint Muhammad # 


We adhrat Fatimah RA was the Beloved daughter of the 
| Prophe | @. The Prophet ™ had a special love for 
Fatimah . He once said: "Fatimah is a part of me. 
What atever pleases her, pleases me, and whatever an- 
angers m«¢ 3." He also said: "Sufficient for you among 
the wen men of mankind are: Maryam Bint ‘Imran, ‘Asiyah, the 
wife of ts Pawn, Khadijah, Mother of the Believers and Fatt 
mah Be ghter of Muhammad. "* 


es —~ 


“atimah RA \ as given the title of "al-Zahra’ 
"The Resplende at One". That was because of het 
which se emed tc to radiate light. It is said that when 
Praye the Mihrab would reflect the light of her 
She was also of ed "al-Batul" because of her as 
stead o' Ea I ing her time in the company of 
her time would 1 be a. in Salah, in reading the Qu 
other acts of worship 


JIT 


' Hami* al-TirmidhT Vol. 2 al-Managib 
2 Jami’ al Tirmidhi ol. 2 al-Managqib 
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Hadhrat Fatimah RA’s final days 


became seriously ill. His final days were spent in th 


whispered something in her ears upon which 
weep. Then he called her again and whispered : 
her ears which made her smile. ‘Aysha RA says 
about this and she said, "The Prophet © told me | 
very soon meet up with his Lord, and so | cried 
to me, do not cry for you will be the first of n 
join me, and so | smiled.” [Sahih Bukhari; virtues 
panions| 
Not long afterwards, the Holy Prophet 
Fatimah was grief-stricken, and she would ofte 
ing profusely. One of the companions noted t! 
Fatimah RA laugh after the death of her fathe: 


One morning, early in the month of Ran 
than five months after the Prophet ™ had pass 
woke up looking unusually happy and full 
afternoon of that day, she called Salmah bin 
looking after her. She asked for some wate! 
She then put on new clothes and applied p: 
She then asked Salmah to put her bed in t! 
house. With her face looking to the heave: 
for her husband “Ali RA. He was taken abac 


On his return from the Farewell Pilgrimage, the | 


of his wife, ‘Aysha RA. When Fatimah RA came | 
‘Aysha RA would leave father and daughter togethe 
before his death, he called Fatimah RA. When s' 
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lying in the middle of the courtyard and asked her what was 
wrong. She smiled and said: "I have an appointment today 
with the Messenger of Allah." “Ali RA cried, and she tried to 
console him. She told him to look after their sons Hasan and 


Husayn and advised that she should be buried without ceremo- 


ny. She gazed upwards again, then closed her eyes and passed 


away. [Companions of the Prophet, ‘Abd al- Wahid Hamid] 
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A mother’s Du’a revives the dead 


adhrat Anas b. Malik RA says, “Once we went to vis- ‘2 
it a youngster who had become ill. He eventually 
passed away very quickly. We closed his eyes and  ~ 
covered his face with a cloth. One of us said to his mother, — ¥ 
‘Look forward to receiving the rewards from Allah’ i.e. have 
patience on the death of your son. She asked, “Has he passed 
away?” When we confirmed that he had, she raised her hands 
to the heavens and supplicated, “O Allah! I have believed in 
you and migrated to your Rastil. Whenever I have been afflict- 
ed with any calamity, I have supplicated to you and you have 
always removed my difficulties. O Allah! I am now begging 
you not to burden me with this calamity.” The youngster then 
came back to life. 
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In another narration, it is stated that the boy was afflicted b 


the disease that afflicted the people of Madinah. Afte! 
ness of a few days, the boy passed away. The Prophet * 


the boy s eyes and instructed that the burial arrangement! 


made. Hadhrat Anas RA narrates that we were jus! a 


bathe him when the Prophet = instructed me saying, “O 4 
Go and intorm his mother.” When | informed his mothe 


came and Sat by the boy's feet and holding his two 
supplicated to Allah saying, ~O Allah! I happily sub: 
you and vehemently opposed the idols. I then migrat 


my yearning for you. O Allah! Do not let the idol wor 


"rejoice at my expense and do not burden me with 
~ that I am unable to bear.” 


Hadhrat Anas RA further says, “By Allah! She 
ended her Dua when the boy’s feet started to n 
threw the sheet off his face. He then lived on unti! 
© passed away and until his mother also passed ; 
al-Sahabah Vol 3; Bayhaai, as quoted in al-Bidayah wa al-\ 
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Fearless and courageous 


in times of hostility 


uring the days of communism in Russia, where thou- 
Sands of people were leaving the fold of Islam; let 
alone preaching Islam, it was impossible to fulfill the. 
basic obligations of Islam without being persecuted. In this era 
of trials and tribulations, a twenty-year-old girl, full of cour age 


yw, 


Pr 
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and modesty was bestowed with such Iman that she would 
fearlessly preach to other girls advising them to stay firm on 
their faith. She would debate with people for hours upon hours: 
and eventually make them read the Kalimah. The locals would. 
ask her to stop her efforts as she was putting herself in danger. 7 
They would say to her, “You are a young girl; it is a matter of 
your honour. You should not preach so openly.” She would ~ 
reply, “Islam is more valuable than my life and honour. If my 7 
life is accepted in the path of Allah, then what difference does ' 
it make.” Saying this, she would fearlessly continue with her 
preaching. She continued this fearless and courageous preach- 
ing in a very hostile environment for seventy years, and as a 
result, she became the means of thousands of women coming 
into the fold of Islam and thousands of women repenting from 
atheism, the fitnah of the time. [Khutbat Fagir, Vol 8] 
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A love affair based on 


Taqwa is rewarded 


here was a young man in Kufah, who wa 
handsome, and he would engage himsel! 
worship. Because of his continuous en: 
worship, he had become pale. When thi: 
came to live in a tribe called Nakh’ah, his eyes fe 
and he became attracted towards her. The you 
proposal to her, but it was rejected by the fathe 
also incited towards him and as her love increas 
sent a message to him saying that either you co 
make a plan to come to you. He replied, “Non 
are possible because the Quran says: If I were 


lord, then I fear the punishment of the great day 


Hearing this reply, she said to herself, “de 
love for me, he has so much fear of Allah! B 
but he will marry me.” 


Thereafter, she left all her luxuries and e 
worship. Despite her immense love, she di 
act which was against the Shari’ah, until she 
The young man would go to her grave and 
he was weeping beside her grave, he saw | 
asked her, “How are you?” She replied, ““ 
How pleasant is your love, a true love whi 


wards virtues and good deeds.” | asked her, “What did you get 
in return for this love?” She replied, “I was taken to such luxu- 
ries which are never going to fade in the everlasting garden 
with a kingdom that will never perish.” He said to her, “Re- 
member me over there because I never forget you.” She re- 
plied, “By Allah! I also never forget you. I even requested my 
master and your master to unite us, so help me by working 
hard (by exerting yourself in worship).” He asked, “When will 
| be seeing you?” She replied, “You will be joining us very 
soon’ After this dream, the youth did not live for more than 
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seven days. [When desire takes over; Ahsan al-Qasas] 


KHKKK 


Mother of Mawlana “Umar Palanpuri 


adhrat Mawlana “Umar Palanpuri RA was a great © 
scholar, saint and orator from India, particularly 


known for his services in Tabligh. 


His father died while he was still a young child, and his 
mother took up the responsibility of bringing him up. Although 
his mother was not acquainted with the sciences of Quran and 
Sunnah, her religious passion did not deprive her of the fear of 
Allah and the worry and concern for the hereafter. She would 
regularly visit a lady, Maryam Khala a scholarly woman who 
had studied till Mishkat sharif, and in her company developed 
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| the fear of Allah, Taqwa and the worry for the Hereafter. § Due to her old age, she had lost some of her senses, howev- 
: would constantly remind her son, Mawlana ‘Umar RA in | er, aS death drew near, she said that she could smell something. 
| youth about Judgment Day, the Grave, Jannat and Jahan She then uttered the words, al-Salam ‘Alaykum, smiled and 
etc. then became unconscious. When she regained consciousness, 


_—_—_—_—— 


those around her asked her why she smiled and to who was she 
greeting. She replied, “1 saw my son, ‘Umar between two an- 
gels, on seeing him, I smiled and greeted him by saying the 
Salam.” Shortly after this, she passed away and reached the J 
: ers instruction, when Mawlana “Umar took the pat DecoM: mercy of Allah. [Bikhre Moti Vol 8} 1 j 
ing a Hafidh and ‘Alim, his relatives complained 1 nother ja St de * de® de’ ae" 4 
and tried to influence her by taunting her that wh: ty) 


One day, when she heard the Hadith that the paren 
Hafidh will be made to wear a crown on the Day\ 
ment, she started crying and instructed her so 
‘Umar to start acquiring religious knowledge. Upon his mol 


to get by becoming a ‘Mulla’ (i.e. an ‘Alim 7 

promptly replied, “You people are worried abot lly n Reinforcement of women 
terial, the world will come to his feet.” She was ved 

these remarks and carried on motivating Visine frightens the enemy 
Mawlana in pursuing the religious sciences. -— $$ jg 


Through her Du’as, worry and concern, 


mense work from Mawlana. n the battle of Maysan, when the Muslims encountered the 


Mawlana “Umar Saheb RA was once in 1! f Alli inhabitants of Maysan on the banks of the river Tigris, 
while his mother was in the last moments of h er rel; Hadhrat Mughirah RA who was the commander of the 
tives advised her to call her son (Mawlana *| oie’ § Muslim army at the time, left the participating women far be- 
from Deoband as these were her final mome: lied hind from the attacking army. When the fighting became fierce 
“No! No! He has gone out on a religious End |.: — and casualties were falling, the daughter of Harith, Ardah RA, 
leaving this world empty-handed; he will be 1 cans of planned with the other women to help the Muslims. She made 
provisions in the hereafter. If Allah asks m -\. — along banner with her apron, and the rest of the women made 
brought? Then I can say, I have left my be n you! similar banners of theirs. The two forces were fighting desper- 


path from whom I separated only for your sak __ ately when these women marched towards the Muslim army 
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with their banners afloat in the air. The enemy thought it to! 
a fresh reinforcement of the Muslims and thus, « 
Started to retreat. [Heroic deeds of Muslim woman, S 


Nadwi] 
KKK KK azia Sultana was the daughter of Sultan Altamash. She 
ruled for a short period during her life and fulfilled the 
: role of a Queen in a way better than any other Queen. 
Girls aren’t fooled by artificial love ' Once, when her father Altamash went out on a hunting expedi= 


l-Jahiz narrates: A young man in ou! 
with a young girl. One day he wr 
“May I be sacrificed for you! Please 

dish and some bread as I have some guests vy 

the Quran.” She complied. 


The next day, he wrote to her again, “M 
for you! Please send me a sweetened drin! 
singers as guests.” 


She wrote back, “May Allah protect , 
heart and its effects manifest in the various 
Your love, however, appears to be confine 
You appear to be an uninvited guest wh 


{Humorous anecdotes; al-Tatfil] 


“~~ J |eapt furiously at the king. Raziya bravely and fearlessly has 
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A brave Queen 


tion, hunting lions, the women of his palace followed at a dis=) 
tance. Razia Sultana was also present on this expedition. 


.- 


- 
. 


As they were travelling, all of a sudden, a lion came out and 


tened to the spot and with her Sabre inflicted masterly strokes 
on the lion which fell half-dead to the ground. [Heroic deeds of 
Muslim women, Sayyid Sulayman Nadwi; Tabaqat-i-Nasiri, Tabaqat-i- 


Akbari} # 
KKK WK 


Fearless in the face of lions 


nce, the King Jahangir went out on a hunting expedi- 
tion with his wife Nur Jahan. While hunting, Jahangir 
missed several shots which he fired while sitting on 
his elephant. However, Nur Jahan, who was present, shot the 


lion dead, point-blank. 
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On another occasion, Nur Jahan accompanied | 


again on a hunting expedition. She was mounted on : : 


phant when all of a sudden, four lions appeared before her, buy | 
Nur Jahan was not in the least perturbed. She fired | , 
idly but calmly and shot dead two lions each wit 
and the other two with two each. [Heroic deeds of M 
Sayyid Sulayman Nadwi, Tuzak-i-Jahangiri] 
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An intelligent maid 
decrypts the code 


nce, Mamun Rashid became disappoint 
his associates, “Abdullah b. Tahir, a 
meeting planned to assassinate him. C 
this meeting, one of “Abdullah b. Tahir’s close 
sent. He immediately wrote a secret letter to Al 


The letter contained the following simple 
ct ge «ae I) Cs! all ae” 
“I begin in the name of Allah the most merciful most 


When “Abdullah b. Tahir received this | 
deeply perturbed and could not understand | 
message. He was frantically turning the pape: 


— ee em - 
: : * 
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decode the message. One of his slave girls standing nearby was 
watching this troubled state of her master. After a while, she 
remarked, I have understood this message.” ‘Abdullah asked, 
“And what is that?” 


she explained that the writer of this message is referring to 


the verse of the Holy Quran, 


_ 
- 


Peete es is 122-1 3) <5 che A-SI 
Gree NG) eb Dead) OL 55S G MNO} G55 Jb 
“O Musa, the chiefs are planning to kill you, so go away. | am your well> 


wisher’ (28:20) 


‘Abdullah b. Tahir had just prepared to visit Mamun 
Rashid, however, he changed his mind and the intelligence of 
his slave girl saved his life. [Hayat al-Haywan Vol 1] “a 
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A woman silences the Caliph Maman — 


aliph Mamin Rashid narrates that I was silenced by 
wit on three occasions. One was when I consoled a 
woman on the death of her son by explaining that she 
should regard me as her son instead. She replied, “Why should 


| not be sad when I have acquired a son like you?” [Humorous 
anecdotes; Nawadir al-Zahabiyyah; Tarikh al-Islam li al-Zahabi]} 
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A daughter’s humorous remark 
2 _—_Oor——--—— 


mam A’mash RA emerged laughing from his 
day and asked his colleagues, “Do you know 
laughing?” 


“No” they answered. 


He explained, “I was seated in my home and no 
tle daughter staring intently at my face. When | as! 
was looking at me so carefully, she replied, “! a: 


my mother’s choice of you as her husband!” [H 
tes; al-Nawadir wa al-lata’if; Nathr al-Duwar] 


+ @* @* Oa: 


A pious and wise mother a 
her sinful son 


here was an old pious woman who u 

sively and perform Naf] Salah in ab) 

nately, she had a son who earned |: 
interest and was heavily involved in gambli 
liquor. By day, he would attend to his bi 
evening time, he would return home and h: 
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he had earned to his mother for safekeeping. His nights were 
spent in sin and vain pleasures. 


One day, a thief decided to steal his money. The thief quiet- 
ly followed the young boy to his house and entered the house 
without difficulty. He then concealed himself and waited. The 
young man handed the bag of money to his mother and left the 
house. She placed it in a particular room, wherein all their oth- 
er valuables were also kept. The room was reinforced with’sol= 
id timber walls and the door was made of iron. She then sat 
down in the same room and partook of her meal after the day's 
fast. The thief thought to himself that she would soon lock u 2) 
the room and retire for the night and he could then emerge 
from his hiding place, open the door and take the bag of mon- 
ey. To his dismay, she remained where she was and began to 7 
perform Salah. She prolonged the Salah to such an extent that — 
half the night passed. The thief was agitated and soon began 
fearing that she would continue her worship till daybreak. He 
quietly began searching the house and soon laid his hands up- 
on a cloth and a string. He tied the cloth around his waist and 
lowered himself down a stepladder. He called out from the 
stepladder in a loud tone to frighten the old women. But she 
was wise and immediately realized he was a thief. 


Giving the impression that she was afraid, she asked in a 
nervous voice, “Who are you?” 


The thief answered, “I am Jibra’il. I have been sent by the 
lord of the worlds to guide your son. I have been instructed to 
advise him so that he abandons his sinful ways.” 
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In an uneasy tone, the old woman requested, “Jib: 
you to be kind to him as he is my only son.” 


The thief replied, “I have not been sent to take his |i! 

~But why have you been sent then?” she asked 

“1 have been instructed to take away his bag of mone’ 
that he 1s grieved by the loss. After he repents, I will return hi 
money.” 


The old woman continued, “Fine, you may proc 


your order.” 


He then requested, “Please step aside from that « 


» the valuables. The old woman quietly shut the d 
the lock while trapping him in the room. The thie! 
he was now in a predicament and desperately bes 
for an Opening to exit from the room, but there w: 


Frantically he cried out, “You may now op« 


your son has accepted my advice.” 


The old woman replied, “Jibra’tl, what pre\ 
exiting through the roof or flying over the walls 
your wing? In this way, my eyesight will not be | 


Now the thief realized that he was dealing 
woman, he endeavored to soften her by apo 
penting, but she ignored him. 


“You will have to remain in the room un! 
exclaimed and resumed her Salah. He continu 


complied. He then entered the room and began ng al 


sunrise when her son returned. She related to him what had 
happened: He summoned the police who promptly arrived and 
arrested him. [Humorous anecdotes; Al-Azkiy4] 
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KWH KK 


A woman with unparalleled patience 


= 


Z 


bu Al-Hassan Siraj RA says: “Once | set out to per 

form Hajj. | was making Tawaf of the Kabah’ when I 

happened to see a fair-faced woman. I saic “By 
Allah! I have not seen such a beautiful woman, this beauty y and 
brightness on her face is surely because she must have never 
suffered any grief or difficulty in her life.” She heard what I 
said and asked me, “What have you said? By Allah! I am im- | 
mersed in grief and my heart is afflicted with adversities and) 
misfortunes and no one is there to share with me the pains of | 
orief.” | asked: “What happened to you?” 


She narrates: “Once my husband slaughtered a goat. My 
two small children were playing and my infant child was in my 
lap. When [went to cook the meat, one of these small children 
said to the other, “may I show you how our father slaughtered 
the goat.” The other replied in the affirmative, and at once he 
killed his brother like a goat laying him on the ground. He then 
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ran away on account of fear and climbed up a moun! 


a wolf devoured him. 


My husband went out in search of the child an 
search, he died due to the intensity of thirst. 


While I had gone out to look for my husband, | 
fant sit in the room. As I was near the door, the | 
to the fire upon which the earthen pot was lying 
disturbed it, it fell upon him in the boiling condi 
of which his body was burnt removing the | 
bones. 


I had a young daughter who was at her hu: 
When the information of this calamity reach¢ 
collapsed and died. 


It was | who was left alone. I asked her: ° 
dure all these misfortunes?” She said: “A pe! 
ponder over ‘patience’ and ‘impatience’, w 
ference between them. The reward of ‘patic 
for impatience’ there is no reward.’ The! 
lines of poetry before walking away: 


“l endured because endurance 1s the bes! 
If any advantage should be obtained b 
have adopted it. | endured many a misfortu: 
even On mountains, these would have brok« 
ercised full control over my tears, and t! 
come out. Now, these tears are fulfill 
| The spectacle of death, Khwaja Muhammad Is 


os? etn on eS < - am 
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An accused slave girl is cleared 


¢ “= yshah RA narrates: There was a black slave-girl be- 
longing to an Arab tribe and they freed her but she 
remained with them. The slave-girl narrates, “Once, 
one of their girls (of that tribe) came out wearing a red leather 
scart decorated with precious stones. It either fell off from henry 
or she placed it somewhere. A kite passed by that place, saw 10) 
lying there and mistaking it for a piece of meat, flew away 
with it. Those people searched for it, but they did not find it. 
So, they accused me of stealing it and started searching me and! 


even searched my private parts.” 


The slave-girl further said, "By Allah! While I was standing ~ 
(in that state) with those people, the same kite passed by them 
and dropped the red scarf and it fell amongst them. I told them; ~ 
“This is What you accused me of stealing and I was innocent 
and now here it 1s." 


‘Ayshah RA added: “That slave-girl came to Allah's Mes- 
senger and embraced Islam. She had a tent or a small room 
with a low roof in the mosque. Whenever she called on me, 
she talked with me and whenever she sat with me, she would 
recite the following: "The day of the scarf (band) was one of 
the wonders of our Lord. Verily, he rescued me from the disbe- 
lievers of the town." 
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ran away on account of fear and climbed up a mountain 


a wolf devoured him. 


My husband went out in search of the child an 


search, he died due to the intensity of thirst. 


While I had gone out to look for my husband, | 


fant sit in the room. As I was near the door. the 


to the fire upon which the earthen pot was lying 
disturbed it, it fell upon him in the boiling cond 
of which his body was burnt removing the | 


bones. 


IT had a young daughter who was at her | 


When the information of this calamity reach 


collapsed and died. 


It was I who was left alone. I asked her 
dure all these misfortunes?” She said: “A pe 
ponder Over ‘patience’ and ‘impatience’, w 
ference between them. The reward of ‘patie 
for impatience’ there is no reward.’ The! 
lines of poetry before walking away: 


“1 endured because endurance 1s the bes! 
If any advantage should be obtained by 
have adopted it. I endured many a misfor 
even On mountains, these would have broh 
ercised full control over my tears, and | 


come out. Now, these tears are fulfilli 
| The spectacle of death, Khwaja Muhammad Is! 
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An accused slave girl is cleared 


6 ™ yshah RA narrates: There was a black slave-girl be- 
longing to an Arab tribe and they freed her but she 
remained with them. The slave-girl narrates, “Once, 
one of their girls (of that tribe) came out wearing a red leather 
scarf decorated with precious stones. It either fell off from her i 
or she placed it Somewhere. A kite passed by that place, saw it 
lying there and mistaking it for a piece of meat, flew away 
with it. Those people searched for it, but they did noeifindiel 
So, they accused me of stealing it and started searching me ani and 
even searched my private parts.” : a A 


The slave-girl further said, "By Allah! While I was standing 
(in that state) with those people, the same kite passed by them — 
and dropped the red scarf and it fell amongst them. I told nee 
“This is What you accused me of stealing and I was innocent — 
and now here it is." 


‘Ayshah RA added: “That slave-girl came to Allah's Mes- 
senger and embraced Islam. She had a tent or a small room 
with a low roof in the mosque. Whenever she called on me, 
she talked with me and whenever she sat with me, she would 
recite the following: “The day of the scarf (band) was one of 
the wonders of our Lord. Verily, he rescued me from the disbe- 
lievers of the town.” 
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‘Ayshah RA added: "Once I asked her, *What is the matte, 
with you? Whenever you sit with me, you always recite these 
poetic verses.’ On that, she narrated to me the whole story’ 


[Sahih Bukhari Vol 1, Hadith no 439) 


OO a 


A yearning passion for knowledge 


adhrat Aminah Ramliyyah RA was a pious 
the second/third century. Since childhood. 
very bright and had a passion for studying 
ing. When she grew old, she travelled to Makka! 
mother to perform Hajj. 


During those days, a scholar would deliver hi 
Masjid al-Haram. Hadhrat Aminah RA attended 1 
for some time and in due course acquired know! 
Quran and Hadith from this scholar. When this s« 
away, she travelled to Madinah and attended t! 
Imam Malik RA and memorized many Ahadith b 
Spending some time in the lectures of Imam M 
returned to Makkah and attended the lessons o! 
RA, where she learnt the sciences of Figh. 


When Imam Shafi7l RA went to Egypt, sh« 
where there were many highly reputed scholars 


a ce 


nest passion and desire she sought knowledge from these 


scholars. 


When she returned to her hometown, talk of her knowledge 
and status reached far and wide. Many great scholars would 
travel and come to acquire Ahadith from her. 


Once "she happened to visit Baghdad where she was noticed 
by a dervish saint and when his spiritual gazes fell upon her, it 
transformed her life completely. 


She renour sed the world, gave away all her wealth and 
self to worship and remembering Allah. In this 


, She performed seven pilgrimages on foot. [Tarikh Isla 
400 Bakamal khawatin] 


al 


WK 


_ A fortunate death 


O 


adhrat Nufaysah RA was an educated and saintly 
Woman of the second century Hijri. She was known 
or her piety, exertion in worship and Karamat'. She 
lived in the s ame era as Imam Shafi’i RA. Being a great schol- 
ar himself, I nam Shafi’ RA would regularly visit her and dis- 


Sspramnineeders performed by saints 


‘ 
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cuss various religious issues with her. Acknowled 


ty and her lofty status, Imam Shafi RA instructed 


his death, his funeral should pass by the house 
Nufaysah RA. 


She passed away in one of the most fortunat 
day as she sat down to read the Quran, she becan 


weak and all of a sudden her pulse started to slov 


people around her insisted that she breaks her fa: 
fasting on that day, but she replied, “For thirty 
desired to meet my lord while I am fasting, and t 
opportunity has come, why should I break my fas! 
ing this, she passed away reading the verses of t! 
[Tarikh Islam ki Bakamal 400 khawatin: Mashahir Nis 


KKK 


The Wife of Hadhrat Ibrahin 


—_—_——— 


brahim AS migrated with Hadhrat Saral 
lage where there was a tyrant king. The |} 
Ibrahim AS had come with a beauti! 


forcefully summoned his wife, Hadhrat Sara! 


When the king approached her (with 
got up and performed ablution, offered 
Allah! lf I have believed in you and Your M 


~ 


ba 
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saved my private parts from everybody except my husband, 
then please do not let this disbeliever overpower me.” On hear- 
ing that, the King fell into a state of unconsciousness and start- 
ed moving his legs (out of helplessness). On seeing the condi- 
tion of the King, Sarah made Du’a, “O Allah! If he dies, the 
people will say that I have killed him.” The king regained his 
power and approached her again, but she got up again and per- 
formed ablution, offered Salah and said, “O Allah! I have be- 

lieved in you and Your Messenger and have kept my private 
parts safe from all except my husband, then please do not let 
this disbeliever overpower me.” The king again fell into a ste ate 
of unconsciousness and started moving his legs. On seeing that 
state of the king, Sarah AS made the Du’4 again, “O / Alla h! If 
he dies, the people will say that I have killed him.” The | king 
got either two or three attacks and after recovering fro m the 
last attack, he said, “By Allah! You have sent a Satan to me. 
Take her to Ibrahim and give her Hajra.”’ So she came back to — 
brahim AS and said, 'Allah humiliated the disbeliever and 

gave us a Slave-girl for service.’ [Sahih Bukhari; al-Buy0”’] “a 
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> The Pious Queen 


An intelligent fifteen-year-old girl i 


& nice, the king of Kabul entered his palace with an ex- 
ir m ely gloomy and worried expression on his face. 
r The Queen, who noticed this, enquired from him the 
cause Of his sorrow. He replied, “I had been informed that < 
enemy | as ; lau iched an attack upon Kabul and to repul 
attack, | dist vatched our son with an < ee I have just receiv 
the news that t the prince’s army has be feated and the 
na ised Seed towards Ka Abul, lam /orrie 


~=¢ & =. 


n interesting dialogue between a modernist lady and 
an intelligent young girl. 


Modernist: your father is keeping you imprisoned 
in the four walls of your house. Don’t you feel that you are ip 
jail? 


Young girl: they keep criminals locked in jail while they 
Keep diamonds and gold in a safe place. | am my father’s dia- 
mond, which he Keeps in the holy sanctuary (the home). Fur- 
thermore, jails are always locked and under guard while our 
home is open. The prisoner wants to free himself from prison 
He is frustrated and full of grief in prison while | am at peace 
and rest inside our home. The thought of escaping does not rise 
in my mind. While prisoners love the idea of breaking out of 
prison to gain freedom; I love the safety and peace of my 
home. A fish is at rest inside water, not outside. {Pearls of wis 
dom part 2] 


The ( Q ueen Br lied, “The news you have received i 
The prince can't have been defeated. 7 


The king said “This 1s official Pinics rmment n¢ 


bei 
te 


Sometime later, the Queen noticed tha y appe 
extremely happy and on enquiring the reason, he replied 
received good news, Alhamdulillah, the matter is just as } 3S 1 
said it was. The prince has in fact defeated t he enemy and « 
pelled them from the kingdom. But tell me how were He SC 
confident about our son’s victory?” 


The Queen replied, “That is a secret.” Upon a nsi 1G. ice HO ir 
the king, she explained, “Wher 1 Our son was s sulle 


a 


I made a vow that I would neve T eat a doubt 


KWKW HK 
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The next ¢ lay She returned, and the same conversation took 
place but st S refused to commit a sin. On the third day, she 
entered i my house, and I placed some food before her. She : 
started ery ing and asked me, “Are you feeding me for Allah’s 
sake?” Ir plied i in the negative. She immediately got up and 
left, leaving the food untouched. On the fourth day, hunger had 
forced her to come again. At first, I denied it, but then she 
came into m y house, and I placed the food in front of her. 


On" ul 
o myself, despite being a woman, she is so particular about 


refraining from sin, and I myself am not able to save myself 
from sin. I immediately repented and said to the girl=Bat 
without fear, ar, I am feeding you only for Allah’s sake.” The girl 
said, “If y you ‘are true in your words then may Allah make the 
fire of this world and the hereafter forbidden upon you.” 


| 


I did not use a single penny from the government’s treasury. | 
worked with my own hands and earned a living. When our 
child was born, before breastfeeding him, | used to perform 
Wudhu, offer two Rak’ats Nafl Salah and make Du’ to A\\abh 
He has been nourished by halal; therefore, his character and 
attitude are noble. To turn back on the enemy is an act of cow- 
ardice. How could this child be so ignoble when right iro! 
beginning his very blood was nourished by halal sustenance? | 
is possible for him to be a martyr but never a coward.” {Pea 
wisdom part 4] 


occasion, Allah had guided my heart and | thought 


OO Oa 


A womans piety and acceptance of Du’a 


The man narrates that the woman’s Du’a was ace 
such an extent that now even the fire of this world | does not 
harm me. [Nuzhat al-Majalis Vol 1] 


sO a ee 


man narrates that I saw a blacksmith \ vas han- 
dling metal from a burning fumace with his 
hands. On inquiry, the blacksmith nar 
neighborhood there lived a very handsome gi 
love with her. However, because of her chasti! piety, s! 
kept aloof. 


After some time, they were struck by 
weren t many rations. Under these despera' 
came to me pleading for some food, and | ag: 
tion that she would fulfill my demands. Ho\ said thal 
she would not commit a sin and left. 


2 See ee 
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A father and daughter ona ie ou) 
yi epzite adorned herself with fresh clothes and JEWes 


fishing expedition 


nce, a father and daughter went out to catch some 
fish. Whenever the father would catch a fish, he 
would hand it over to his daughter. Without the tathe 
noticing, the daughter would place the fishes back in the 
When the father got up to leave, he asked to see the fishes 
had caught. On seeing the basket empty he asked his daughter 
about the fishes. She said, “I have heard a narration from y 
that a fish only gets trapped in the net when it stops remember 
ing Allah, and I do not wish to eat a fish that does not remem. 


ber Allah.” [Nuzhat ul-Majalis Vol 1] 
WwW 


ife w was sitting in the face smiling and thesfire 
effec on her. Thereafter a sound from the unseenyy 
The fire cannot burn our lovers” [Nuzhat al-Majali is Ve 


KWH KK 


A wife’ s firm conviction in the words 6 
the Holy Prophet = 


O 


man asked his wife for a glass of water. By poe ti 
she brought the water, the husband had fallen ash 
She stayed by his bedside for the entire night, @ 


“The fire cannot burn our lovers” 


ae | 
the morning when the husband realized this act of kinda S, he e 
| was very impressed and said to her, “wish for something and I 
eee oath from his “will fulfill your wish.” She shockingly replied, “I would like a 
VAKLEL INS OE a. eharit} nal 0S" ® Divorce. If you want to repay my favour then divorce me.” 
as she was giving something t person het The husband was greatly saddened by this, and in the morni ae 
husband saw her and shouted, “How da! ‘Eel '') they both went to the Holy Prophet ™. % 


orders.” She replied, “I did this for Alli sband | 


Women who amazed us © 


On the way, the husband collided with something and in- severe andiit she wished to meet him she must come imme- 
jured his foot. Seeing this, the woman declared, “Enough! Let ci I. 


us return. There is no need for you to give me a divorce be- \ ne en th e da fanghter read the letter, she sent a letter with the 
cause you have narrated to me that the Prophet © has said. same reply, but before the letter could reach. her father had 


“Whenever Allah wishes good for a person, then Allah afflicts 
him with a calamity.” I have been living with you for man 
years, but I have never seen you fall ill or be afflicted by a ca- 
lamity. This made me think that Allah did not wish good for 
you and that is why I wanted a divorce from you. But now that 
I have seen you in this tragedy, I have come to know that Allah 
wishes good for you.” [Nuzhat al-Majilis} 


A third ae Sent to her informing her of the death of 
her ather. On re siving the letter, she recited, “Jnna lillahi wa 
inn ilayhi raji'un 1” and prayed for him. After a few days when 
the husband returned home, he saw that she was very sag 
When ue eh usbal ad asked what had ma she. infor 
him of her father’s demise. The husband s You 
oO a4 have gone?” She replied, ‘ ‘You were not 5 
though you woulc have given me permission 
does not allow us to go out without the husband’s per 

ra few dé ys, both the husband and y 
visited h er father’s grave to pray for him. / fter 
daughter saw il n a dream that her father 1 | 
adornments of Jannah. She asked him, “How did you gair 
satus?” ” The fa \er r replied, “Because of your piety Allal 
so happened that one day her father became critically gave me. If you would have come to meet me withou 
The husba nd’s perm ss ion, I would not have received these b 
daughter was living far away and coincidentally when she re- ings. You folloy wed the Shari at and because of this, Alle an! 
ceived the letter, her husband was out. She w: ck saying | gave my sins ie nd had mercy on me.” [Lataif e haqqani] 
that her husband was not at home, and she not come ‘ . Soktk tk st 
without his permission. When the father read (/ r, he sent 
a second letter informing her that his health >teriorated 


An obedient and dutiful wife 


<—_——$_<$<——— 


here was a very pious lady, her father was a wealthy 
man, and after marriage, she moved to her in-laws. I 


ill, and he wrote to her telling her to come and ‘im 


on 
Wi 
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, if she wi im she S me imme- 
On the way, the husband collided with something and ip- Ron ; wished to meet him she must co 


jured his foot. Seeing this, the woman declared, “Enough! Let | « 
us return. There is no need for you to give me a divorce be- | When the Jaughter read the letter, she sent a letter with the 
cause you have narrated to me that the Prophet ™ has said, same repl . but before the letter could reach. her father had 
“Whenever Allah wishes good for a person, then Allah afflicts assed awa } 

him with a calamity.” I have been living with you for many Ty 
years, but I have never seen you fall ill or be afflicted by a ca- 
lamity. This made me think that Allah did not wish good for 
you and that is why I wanted a divorce from you. But now that 
I have seen you in this tragedy, I have come to know that Allah 
wishes good for you.” [Nuzhat al-Majilis] 


| vas sent to her informing her of the death of 
er, Ont Eceiving the letter, she recited, “Jnnda lillahi wa 
im ilayhi i tin’ and prayed for him. After a few days when 
the husbane returned home, he saw that she was very sad. 
When the husb: and asked what had happened, she inform 
him of her fathe s demise. The husband said, SYourshe 
HHH have gone?” She Eriicd “You were not at homie 
| though yo uu would nave given me permission, butt 


does not allow us 0 go out without the husband’s) 


te +a fev y days, both the husband and wifet 
visited her fe =a grave to pray for him. After s 
| daughter er Saw in a dream that her father is id Jorne 


An obedient and dutiful wife 


here was a very pious lady, her father was a wealty qqqqe “ommentsjoRJannah. She asked him, “How did yor 

man, and after marriage, she moved to her in-laws. I : status?” The father replied, “Because of your piety A 

so happened that one day her father became critically gave me. If you would have come to meet me withou u 
ill, and he wrote to her telling her to come and meet him. The husband’ pe -rmiss ion, I would not have received these E 
daughter was living far away and coincidentally when she re- ings. You followed the Shar7’at and because of this, Allak 
ceived the letter, her husband was out. She wrote back saying _ gave my sins and had mercy on me.” [Lataif e haqqani] _ 


that her husband was not at home, and she could not come a, 
ao) —— | WH He 
without his permission. When the father rea iter, he sent | 

a second letter informing her that his hea leteriorated 
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A woman happy with the Hadhrat ‘Asiyah RA 


rewards of the hereafter (wife of Fir’awn) 


uslim b. Yasar RA narrates, “I once travelled to | i oe eee Wile Oo! aa er 
Bahrain and when I reached there, | was invited by ‘could imagine Semeenecc wat Hadhrat “Asiyah RA 
a woman for lunch. This woman was wealthy and | : 
she had a few children and slaves, however, she seemed sad 
and worried. Before departing, I asked if there was anything | 


could do for her. She replied, “It is my wish that if you visit : ts oi _ 
Bahrain again you should visit my house.” : hrat ‘Asiyah RA openly accepted the message of Hi 


a Rett etal 


Muslim b. Yasar says that after a few years, | 


visit Bahrain again. Upon arrival at her home, t 
found an entirely different scene. There wer 
wealth, and she had no children or slaves arou! 
peared to be happy and content. Upon enquiry) 
“After you left, all our goods of trade sunk i 
dren passed away and because of poverty the 

I said to her, may Allah have mercy on you 
seem happier than before. She replied, “Thos 
wealth, I was worried lest it be the rewards 
world, and I am deprived in the hereafter 1! 
ways sad. But now that all these bounti 
away from me, I am certain that I will re 


the Hereafter, hence I am much more ha 
Ghafilin] 


6/ 


ilessly tortured under the blazing heat of the sur 
When ca finish torturing her, the angels woulc 
shade her with their wings. She would ask who as succeedec 
When she was told that Musa and Harun AS p evailed, she 


would say, “I believe in the Lord of Musa and Harun? 


Firawn sent his aides to her and said to them, find the biggest 


- 
ow Pe = 


nm 


sione. If she insists on keeping her faith, throw the stoné/on 
her, otherwise, she is my wife. When they came to her, She 
looked up to the sky and was able to see her house in paradise: 


She persisted in her faith and her soul was then captured. The 


stone was thrown on her lifeless body. 


[Tafsir ibn kathir, Stra 
Tahrim] 
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Bibi Maymunah RA 


eee 0 eee 


Asfirya] 
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A Filipina lady and 
the power of prayer 


Filipina lady, Jamilah Lama, talks | 
with prayer. She says, “I had no m« 
life. There was a question that kept! 
making me scared all the time: why was | a 
be the end of this farcical story? Everythi 
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he is one of the unparalleled scholars and mystics of the 
fourth century. Her effectual speeches were known to 
soften the hardest of hearts. She had memorized the en- 
tire Quran in her early years. On one occasion she said, the 
person who wears halal clothes and thereafter abstains from 
sins in these clothes, these clothes don’t rip and tear 
(they last a long time). The dress that | am wearing was 
by my mother, I have been wearing it for forty-seven years and 
it is still intact. [Tartkh Islam ki bakamAal 400 khaw i 


easily 


made 


Kpenience 


a) £m 


a Women who amazed us 


ones 


lling me of foo lish hess and irrationality. | grew up in a catho- 
jic fam ily tha Le aug lt me the teachings of this religion with ex- 
‘eme strictness and they hoped that I would be one of those 
sho worked in the missionary field, propagating this religion 


-at the global level, t zat deep down inside I was certain that this 


Wwe id nt ever ha ip ppen.”” 


v 


_ lwouldiwake up every day at dawn; something was telling 


me to pray so that | could escape from severe tension and dé 
‘pression sion thabwas aifecting me at that time. That happened at 


i 


uns too. In fact, | began to pray in the Christian manne 


which vas the a | way I knew, but my feeling of spintua 


emptiness was stil gaanounding me and dominating me despite 
nny continual p ray rs.” 


al ad HO or something else, but I had no clear i1dé 
of what it Was. Tears often fell from my eyes, and | prayedite 
God to give me light, insight and patience. My worry andvanx 
iely increased, and I was filled with emptiness. Confusior 


~ domir ited my life to an extent beyond my comprehension.” 


“One day,as my tension had increased, I felt a strong desire 


- to look fe or a place to pray in which there were no images. I 


looked or this pl ace for a long time until I finally found it: a 


small and beautiful mosque on the edge of our town. Among 
the green fields; amid the rice paddies. As soon as my feet 


crossed the th es Bold, my heart began to beat fast and I felt 
happy. I was certai in that this place was the place that my heart 
had called me for < Jong time to look for.” 
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around her consoling her over the loss of her crops. She looked 
up to the skies and prayed: “O Lord! The destitute place their 
hopes in you, as you are the only one who takes care of them. 
Only you can recompense for what I have lost. So, deal with us 
as you can because we firmly believe that only you can arrange 
for our sustenance and all our hopes and expectations are with 


” 


you. 


Abo ‘Abdillah b. Ja’far says, I was still with that woman 
when a man came. We never knew who he was, where he 
came from, Or for What purpose he had come with. When ne 
saw the conviction of the lady, he took out five hundred 
Dinars, gave them to the lady and left. The supplication oft ai 
lady was instantly accepted and Allah provided | for her fi 9m 
unexpected means. [Sunehri kirneei; Majlat al-* Arabiy, Nisa Z 
jiddan] ; 


“One of the Muslim women taught me how to do Wudhi 


and how to pray to Allah. I joined the Muslims in prayer for 
the first time in my life. When I began to pray, | ver- 
whelmed with tranquility and peace of mind. This had never 
happened to me before in life. When I prostrated before Allah ] 
with the worshippers, my spirit overflowed with boundless J 
happiness. I felt that I would fly with joy afte: ng this # 


prayer.” 


“This prayer is exactly what | was thirsting 
come my beloved friend and my constant compa yy Means 
which I get rid of all anxiety and suffering. | h l 
to depression forever and it no longer has an\ 
life after Allah, may he be glorified and exalt 
Islam and honoured me with love of praye! nd no ¥ 
comment to make on this apart from saying A lal 


the exalted, who guided me to this. and I ¢ ve deen F sete te ok ok 
guided had not Allah guided me.” [Islami | 
<< @* @* a 
A woman's Dw ‘4 is instantly) pted 
here was Once a king who used to sleep on a cozy 


flower bed, and he had given his slave girl the respon- 
sibility to maintain it. One day, with an interest to ex- 
perience the comfort of the bed, she said to herself, today l 
shall sleep on it and experience it for myself, and before the 


bu “Abdillah b. Ja’ far narrates 
in in a desolate place. Severe 
rain had destroyed her fields 
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One of the Muslim women taught me how to do Wud 


around her consoling her over the loss of her crops. She looked 
and how to pray to Allah. | joined the Muslims 


in prayer for up to the skies and prayed: ~O Lord! The destitute place their 
the first time in my life. When I began to pray, | was over. hopes in you, as you are the only one who takes care of them. 
whelmed with tranquility and peace of mind. This had never | Only you can recompense for what I have lost. So, deal with us 
happened to me before in life. When I prostrated before Allah | as you can because we firmly believe that only you can arrange 
with the worshippers, my spirit overflowed with boundless 


for our Sustenanice ‘and all our hopes and expectations are with 


: ~ ‘ ,@ 
happiness. I felt that I would fly with joy after finding this you.” a, 


prayer.” Abi ‘Abalah b Ja far says, | was still with that woman 
when a man came. We never knew who he was, where he 
~ came from, or for what purpose he had come with. When he. 
_ saw the conviction of the lady, he took out five hundred 
Dinars, gave them to the lady and left. The supplication of the 


This prayer is exactly what I was thirsting 
come my beloved friend and my constant comp 
which I get rid of all anxiety and suffering. | hay 
to depression forever and it no longer has an 
life after Allah, may he be glorified and exalt 


‘ided me t lady was inca a and ou nova d for her f from 
Islam and honoured me with love of prayer. | : ~ unexpected means. [Sunehri kirneei; Majlat al-‘ Arabiy, Nisa Zaki 
comment to make on this apart from saying: praise be to Alli ddan} 
the exalted, who guided me to this, and | c have be er 
suided had not Allah guided me.” [Islamic n i | 
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A maid’s remark transforms the kit 
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A woman’s Du’a is instant! 


here was once a king who used to sleep on a cozy 

: flower bed, and he had given his slave girl the respon- 

bu “Abdillah b. Ja’far narrates: | : sibility to maintain it. One day, with an interest to ex- 

in in a desolate place. Severe c: id licu\y 9 penence the comfort of the bed, she said to herself, today I 
rain had destroyed her fields athered § shall sleep on it and experience it for myself, and before the ~ 


TI 


kine comes to know I will quickly get up 
again 


Coimmeidentally, as she was sleeping on the f] 


king entered and found her sleeping on hi 


Started crying, bul surprisingly, after a shor 


lauemine The king was surprised, He could und 


she was crying but he was perplexed when he 


me. He asked her why she was laughing. She 
slept on this flower bed for a little while and t 


was that I was beaten. I laughed when | tho 
wilt Allah beat the one who slept on it his entr 


These words of advice hit the king's hear 
gom and isolated himself in a jungle in th 
and eventually died as a Wali, ‘friend 
haggani) 


—_———— 
——_ 
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king picked up his whip and started beating | 
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A lady and her hen 


narrates: Once, “Abdullah b. Ja’far RA arrived 
atthe tent of a Bedouin lady. The lady had a hen which 
brought up and looked after with a lot of effort 
. She slaughtered the hen, cooked it, and 
presented it to Hadhrat “Abdullah b. Ja’ far RA saying: “O 
Ja’ far! | brought up this hen with a lot of affect on and effor 
would feed it special food, stroke its back in the night 
treat it like my own daughter. J had tz en ar oath that 
only bury this beloved hen in a blessed grave 
4 better and more blessed grave than your ston 
slaughtered the hen and I wish to bury it 1 
Hearing this ‘Abdullah b. Ja’far laughed and 
her five hundred Dirhams as a gift. [Sunehri kime: 
\isd Zakiyyait} 
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king comes to know I will quickly get up and make it tid 
again. 


Coincidentally, as she was sleeping on the flower bed, the 


king entered and found her sleeping on his bed. Enraged, the ha re 
7 . ‘ _ >£ . 
king picked up his whip and started beating her. The maid Mi narrates: Once, “Abdullah b. Ja’far RA arrived 


Started crying, but surprisingly, after a short while she started cat the ent of a Bedouin lady. The lady had a hen which 
laughing. The king was surprised, He could understand why : ! e had brought up and looked after with a lot of effort 
she was crying but he was perplexed when he saw her laugh. Fil iffection. She slaughtered the hen, cooked it, and 
ing. He asked her why she was laughing. She explained, “ presented itto F adhrat “Abdullah b. Ja’far RA saying: “O A 

slept on this flower bed for a little while and the ne  Ja’far!, I brous at up this hen with a lot of affection and affotel I 


TL. 


was that I was beaten. I laughed when I thought, how much : would fee ed it special food, stroke its back in the night and 


will Allah beat the one who slept on it his entire life?” treat it Ii > my own daughter. I had taken an oath that Ty 
onl bu this beloved hen in a blessed grave. I could not fine 
These words of advice hit the king’s heart. He left his king- } thi S 3 
. = é | | a a better and 1 nore blessed grave than your stomach, so I hav 
dom and isolated himself in a jungle in the worship ot Allah | ; a 
d ialividied Wali. ‘friend of Allah | slaughtered rT > hen and I wish to bury it in your stomack 
and eventua ed as a Wali, ‘friend of Alli Lataif ¢ 
haqqani]| om ; Hearing th “Abdullah b. Ja’far laughed and ode red to § 
her five hundred Dirhams as a gift. (Sunehri kimectaaa |-F 
KKK KK Nisa Zakiyyait] 
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An actress’ miraculous recovery | dreadful side effects. The hair on my head, eyebrows and ey 
lashes would fall off; a beard will grow on my face; my teeth 


_ rr J - - : . . 
and MauS will fall. Without a second thought, I rejected this 
prescripion. | would prefer to die rather than tarnish my beau- 
ty and my natural physical appearance 


ayia, a famous Moroccan actress was diag 
Dejected, | Came back to Morocco and continued with mi- 


cancer. She visited many high-ranking 


doctors for treatment, but they were al! hel; nor Weatments but there were no signs of cure. After spending 
she slowly began to lose hope in life. sx moms in Us miserable state. |] realized that | had lost a 


considerapie amount of weight, | had become pale, andJ 
Which supplied blood to my body, was infected constantly complaining of severe pain. When | visited @ 
Being part of the film industry, I had no religior doctor for a test, he advised me to go back to Belgium. 1 W 
my fain in Allah was almost non-existent. | ha: | back t0 Belgium with some hope, but when the doctor 
Dbered Allah; I was totally unaware of his exist checked me, they told my husband the dreadful news tha ¢ ! 

cer iad Spread all over my body and as a resp my lungs ha 


1 ¢hoate 


far away from religion. I believed that beauty q 
1 «tw been Severely affected. They had never dealt Withun 


-_— ae 


Layla narrates her own story: “The lefi artery 


it Was meant to keep us fresh: youth is etern: 
Cuance to have fun in life. | had never imagine and Of cameer and had no possible treatment ~~ it. Thu 
Would be afflicted with a disease such as cance | they advised my husband to take me back io mys ov wnt 
° m@ feast fave a2 proper funera 
When f was toid that | had cancer, the fea: q = oy veg = survival 
my fic and i was out of my senses. | felt like 4 j 
but where could [ run away to? The diseasc< ! Ths mews fell on my Seven ne 
me. | felt like Commiuttine suicide but m “ure. _ = zs — 
ana Cmilaren Slood as an obstacic. | had « icket ema Beige t0 Free 
fame etc I had all the means but 2t this cr | some ife-savame fhoge: um 


| | | the doctamol tee wordd sac Gacy wes 
, = J | . : till une Gictor ot 2S we wir 
iors Goad my hesband that they wil! hav< | | 
0 me ages owe at Gone! | cee ook! a | 
| 
| 
; 
| 


zz _ See 


Women who amazed us 


Women who amazed us z 


jreadfu side effects. The hair on my head, eyebrows and eye- 
lashes would’ fall off; a beard will grow on my face; my teeth 
and nail S Wi fall. Without a second thought, I rejected this 
prescription. I would prefer to die rather than tarnish my beau- 
ty and my natural physical appearance. 


An actress’ miraculous recovery 


ayla, a famous Moroccan actress was diagnosed with 3 | 
cancer. She visited many high-ranking professional Dejected, I Came back to Morocco and continued with mi- 
doctors for treatment, but they were all helpless and nor treatn atme us Dut there were no signs of cure. After spending 
she slowly began to lose hope in life. six mon hsm this miserable state, I realized that I had lost a 
~ considerak i amount of weight, I had become pale, and Ly 


Layla narrates her own story: “The left artery of my |! 


cart, 
which supplied blood to my body, was infected with cancer. constantly ‘Complaining of severe pain. When I visited a a local 
Being part of the film industry, I had no religion in my life and doctor for =, he meyiscd me to go back to E elgium. | NY wel 
my faith in Allah was almost non-existent. I hardly remem- back to Belgium with some hope, but when the eS 
bered Allah; I was totally unaware of his existence, and | was _ chech d me, puey told my husband the dreadful news that 
far away from religion. I believed that beauty was eternal and cer had spreac {all over my body and as a result, my lungs 
it Was meant to keep us fresh; youth is eternal and it ; IS a also been Severely affected. They had never de alt a thi 
chance to have fun in life. I had never imagined tha ay | kind of cancer and had no possible treatment to fight it Thus 
would be afflicted with a disease such as cancer. they advised my husband to take me back to m hometov n 
where | could at least have a proper funeral as survival) rates 
When I was told that I had cancer, the fear and te! 10k were eq alt none. 
my life and I was out of my senses. | felt like run a\ 
but where could I run away to? The disease was 2 ith This ne nev Ns fell on my husband like lightening, and he 
me. | felt like committing suicide but my love for n and shaken, He Never, instead of returning to Morocco, we got a 
and children stood as an obstacle. I had everythi ey, icket from Belgium to France with the hope that there me De 
fame etc. I had all the means but at this critical m: th- some life-s aving hopes there. | 
ing helped me. Unexp sctedly, it struck my husband that we have visited/all 
I travelled to Belgium for other treatment <n . C- the doctors 0 of the world and they were all helpless, bu hen € is is 
tors told my husband that they will have to amputa m} still on ne doctor left and we should go to him. When he c spoke 
limbs and I would have to take medicines that ve 


lo me apart it was as though I came back from a lost world: 
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| the Quran as much as I can and drink plenty of Zam Zam 
He said, we should go Makkah Mukarramah, visit the house of 2 read _ Ratadvised as. 5) ce f ot q q 
5 Or , they also advised me to do plenty of Zikr and sen 
Allah and in the presence of Allah, we should seek forgiveness wars y Cs 
and pray to him to cure you of this disease. The doors | 


en are always open, and he has the successful cure for all dis- 


Durud on the Prophet ©. 


| felt a Sense of peace and tranquility in the Haram so I re- 
quested my husband if I could stay in the Haram. My husband 


eases. 
In short, I set off to the holy land with my husband. On the agreed andy k spent most of my time in the Haram, praying, 

way, we were constantly reciting, ‘La ilaha illallai supplicating to Allah and very rarely would I go to my hotel. 

akbar. | was very excited as this was my first ever vis ne There were a few women from Turkey and Syria who 


would sit beside me; they would always see me crying and 
making Dura. Once, they asked me the reason. I explained that 
firstly, [have been able make fawd/ of the house of Allah, and” 
[had never imagined that I would be able to make fawaf and ~ 
have this much of love for Allah; secondly, I have been diag-~ 


house of Allah. I had purchased a small Quran and \ 
casionally read it on the way. 


At last, the moment came. We entered the court) the 
Haram, the Ka’ba was in front of me and as soon as e 


Ka’ ba, I became extremely emotional, and tears ¢ m\ 
eyes. I started recalling my previous days of sin. | sed nosed with cancer so I am beseeching Allah to cure me. 
to pray or fast and now I was in the presen |‘. It was the habit of these women that after performing their — 
forgiving Lord and the one who loves his ser\ nt prayer, they would come and sit next to me for a very long — 
close to the door of the Ka’ba and bitterly weep cat- J time. In due course, we formed a friendly relationship with _ 
ed: ~O my lord! All the doctors are helpless in ¢ U each other. Once I asked the women if I could make intention 
my lord! All illnesses come from you and cure | ir for 'tikaf? They said it was a very good idea, so we all made 
hands. All the doctors have shut their doors fo! ent, an intention for /’tikaf. We stayed in the Haram praying and 
pubyour door is always open. O Allah I am at y _— making Du’a. We used to sleep very little, and a small amount 
donot close your door on me”. @ of food was sufficient for us, however, we used to drink plenty 
After this, | made Tawaf of the Ka’bal jo | of Zamzam. 


Tawaf I prayed to Allah to cure me. 


I felt a change in myself, and I was spirit wh; | 


visited the “Ulama and scholars and requeste 
7 Spintual seclusion within the boundaries of a Masjid 


from them which I started to read. The ‘| 


Women who amazed us | 


When I arrived in Makkah, I was very thin and weak. The 
upper part of my body was swollen, and | had smal! and big 
red pimples all over my body which was a sign that the cancer 
had spread over the upper part of my body. 


My friends would tell me to wash the upper part of my body 
with Zamzam. But I was hesitant to touch the swelling and th 


\* 


pimples. However, without touching my body | poured Zam 


zam over my body. The other ladies would tell me to wash my 
body with Zamzam, but I refused to do so. When they persist- 
ed, compellingly I started rubbing the Zamzam water on my 
body which was full of defective blood, pimples and swelling 
Amazingly, within a few days all the pimples, the puss and 
blood disappeared. When my friends saw that the pimples and 


spots had vanished, they spontaneously shouted out, Allahu 
akbar! Allahu akbar! 


Excited, I ran to my hotel to give my husba 00d 
news. At first, he thought it was a fairy tale but then he started 
crying and remarked, “Have you already forgot ' 
before, the doctors had declared that you had o: 
to live.” I replied, “The time of life and death is 
Allah. Nobody knows the unseen besides Ala! 
remained in Makkah for a week, then 
Munawarah and then came back to France. 


When the doctors in France witnessed th 
Signs of cancer and I was in a healthy physic: 
astonished. I said to them that I ran away f) 
to the hospital of Allah. And now | fear no o: 


79 
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Women who amazed us 


The octors then said: “Honorable lady, your case is an 


amazing One and it is surprising how all the symptoms have 
disappeared; however, it is still important that you have a 
check-up.” 


The de ors examined me and took tests, but all the tests 
were cl ut. T e€ doctors were shocked at this, such a disease 
hat the world scientists have still not found a cure for was 
cured withou any side effects. 


After this I deeply thanked Allah. I would read the 900k: 
of the life of the Prophet and the Sahabah RA and whenevye 
| woul recall my previous life of sin I would ery Rete, anc 
ask A Allah 1 fe or forgiveness.” [Sunehri kirneei] 


. ’ Wr trot 


Maymunah Sawda 


Oo 


at “Abdul Wahid says that for three nightS he 
«asked Allah Ta’ala to reveal to him who will be his 
L companion in paradise. After three days it was Té= 
vealed to him that his companion will be Maymina Sawda, 
exremely dark-complexioned woman, hence the name isawdal 


ve 


After enquiring about her he found out that she was slivng M ith 
a certain tribe in Kiifah. 
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I asked h beri to explain how the goats and wolves are living 
togeth er harmoniously. She said: “Go and concern yourself 


Abdul Wahid continues to narrate the following: 
“On reaching Kufah, I made inquiries about her whereabouts. | 
was informed that she was a shepherdess and could be found in 
a certain forest tending to the goats. When I reached there, | 
found her wrapped in a cloak engaged in Salah. The goats 
were grazing while wolves were mingling with the flock with- 
out causing any harm to the goats. As I came closer, she short- 
ened her Salah. After finishing the Salah she said: “’ Abdul 
Wahid! Not today. Go today. The promise of meeting 1s to- 
morrow (1.e. Qiyamah).” I said: “May Allah have mercy on 
you. How did you know my name?’ She said, “Don't you 
know that in eternity (“Alam e Arw@h) all souls were gathered 
like an army. Those who had recognized one another there, 
recognize one another here. I asked her for some advice, and 


— ete 


with : your work. _IT have made peace with my Master; thus, He 
has reated pe; ace between the goats and the wolves.” [Hayat al- 
: vin Vol 
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_ Anold woman from the Bana Isra’‘i 


= 


‘J 


7 « “ae a 


een 


m mentions in a narration , once 
oh vas hosted by a Bedouin, when honoured hi 
and looked after him well. On leaving, the I Prope 


AP 
M3 7 
it. 


she said, “It is surprising that such a great lecturer like you k KC 
asking others for advice. It has reached me from the pious ones tim 9 come and visit him if he was to eV to come 


fadinah, After a few days, the Bedouin came to Bret at 


that Allah Ta’ala eliminates the love of communing with Him 
in solitude from a person who engrosses in the pursu such visited the Prophet @. The Prophet ® said to him, “C 


-ask of me fo ry our needs.” The Bedouin replied, “ON Mes 


worldly bounties which Allah Ta’ala has already b« | to 
him. Instead of nearness to Allah, he is distanced from Allah “of Alla 1 s just a camel to ride and a goat that my # amily 
Ta’ala. Instead of enjoying love with Allah, terro: illed milk. All a fessenger % said to him, “Alas! Had youasked 
in him.’ Thereafter she recited five verses. The gist | ch is ‘for s som thing Iil i] e the old woman of Banu Isra’1l?” : 
as follows, “O Lecturer! You counsel and admo ners. ‘haba F A asked the Prophet % “Who is the old woman of th 
You prevent others from transgressions while you, | f are Band | ra” Tl ?” | He % replied, When Kalimullah (Hada iS? 
involved in such transgression. If you reform you! | re- AS) led Bani Isra’il out of Egypt, he got lost on his w vay a 7 
pent, your speech will penetrate their hearts. But | our- despite ‘many sfforts. he could not find the way. Je 2 


“his people and. asked them the reason for this § s]oomy 
The sche lars of the Bani Isra’il replied that in his final” 


self trapped in sins, you doubt what you are sayin 


Women who amazed us 
Women who amazed us 


ments, Prophet Yusuf AS took a covenant from us that 
were not to leave from Egypt unless we take his coffin with 
Hadhrat Musa AS then asked whether anyone knew where his 


srave was. They replied, “No one knows 
except an old woman.’ 


We 


An Immoral woman turns modest 
. 


hrough the Prophet's blessing 


© 


~LAaAVe Is 
Hadhrat Musa AS sent for he 
asked her about the grave of Yusuf AS. The old woman said | 


ia rat Abu Umamah RA narrates that during the time 
will show you, but first 1 will take what is due to me. Sa : 


i\ \ \(1}- otk 
fh ol. 
na Musa AS asked her, “What do you want?” She said, | 


where the gra 


and 


Re Ulullah = there was an immoral woman who 


wal ie 

> a . ieaas wr : » flirtatious with men. She once passed by 
to be your companion in Paradise. Hadhrat Musa AS found "Rasalullahi@ when he was busy eating Tharid. She shouted 
ie eee eoeeecusome, however, through revela- at, * ‘Look t this man, Sitting like a slave and eating like a 
tion he was told to accept her demands. The old woman took 


ie: | slave!” ” Rasi ilullah remarked, “Which slave can be morede 
Musa AS to a small lake and told him to draw out the waiter. Sa wil | 
; v ed in his ; servitude to Allah than 1?” She then sz d furthe > 
When the water was drained out, the bare earth was expo: é. 
nue Ss ‘He ¢ ats without giving me anything to eat.” Rasulullak 
and then she said, “Dig here”. As they dug, the grave | a 
oe. | st Cat. She said, “Feed me with your hand?) When tk 
visible, and they took the coffin along with them 3 
: Bs. | | Prop het E fed her, she further demanded, “Give me from 
Started walking, the gloominess disappeared, and the 


is in. ome mouth.” When the prophet @ complied and’ she at 
their way. [Tafsir ibn Kathir Vol 3 y AY t Pp . : 


Stra Shu’ara| 
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the food, t he woman was overcome with modestyj/an 
never fli 


Vol 2], 


‘i d Siit 


wee —" 


ted with a man for the rest of her life. [HayataleSaha 


Women who amazed us 


ments, Prophet Yusuf AS took a covenant from us that w 


e 
were not to leave from Egypt unless we take his coffin with us, 
Hadhrat Musa AS then asked whether anyone knew where his 


grave was. They replied, “No one knows where the grave 1s 


except an old woman. MWHadhrat Musa AS sent for her and 


Tt an 
asked her about the grave of Yusuf AS. The old woman said I 


will show you, but first I will take what is due to me. Sayyidi- 
na Musa AS asked her, “What do you want?” She said, | want 


to be your companion in Paradise. Hadhrat Musa AS found 
this request to be very burdensome, however, through revela- 
tion he was told to accept her demands. The old woman took 
Musa AS to a small lake and told him to draw out t! 


1e Waller 
When the water was drained out, the bare earth was exposed 
and then she said, “Dig here”. As they dug, the grave be: 
visible, and they took the coffin along with them. 
started walking, the gloominess disappeared, and ti 


rey found 
their way. [Tafsir ibn Kathir Vol 3 Sara Shu’ard] 
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mouth.” When the prophet @ 
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[mmoral woman turns modest 
through the Prophet's blessing 


* 


te 


i) Abu Umamah RA narrates that during the time 
: saul % there was an immoral woman who 


gous with men. She once passed by 


when "he was busy eating Tharid. She shouted 


Ms man, Sitting like a slave and eating like a 
iullah % remarked, “Which slave can be more 


lis servitude to Allah than I?” She then said furtk 


ihout giving me anything to eat.” Rastlu Wah 
said, “Feed me with your hand.” Whe 

, she further demanded, “Give me from 

, = complied and shevat 

woman was Overcome with modesty, z 


mh ‘a man for the rest of her life. [Hayat al-Sal 
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A slave woman intelligently Sirin hac any doubt in the matter of Qira’ah, he would refer to 
his sister, ayyidatuna Hafsah. 


frees herself At times Hafsah would light the lamp in the night and en- 


gage in WC ship. Sometimes, the lamp would get extinguished; 
howev or, he room would remain illuminated. 


Mahdi B. aymun narrates that for thirty years Hafsah bint 


slave woman once dropped some gravy on the cloth- 
Sin didnot leave her worship chamber except for a need. 


ing of Hadhrat Maymtn B. Mihran Ra. When he be- 


part Of the verse, ~...and Allah loves those who do well.” 

Thereupon he said, “I free you for the pleasure of Allah.” ; 

[Tanbih al-Ghafilin P. 1] Mot = Allamah ‘Abidin Sh 
KKK : 


Hafsah Bint Sirin Ra 


e age of 56. She lived for two years after him an 


afsah bint Sirin Ra was the sister of | t lumi- 
nary, Imam Muhammad ibn Sirin R: fender 
age of twelve, she held such profici e field 
of Qira’ah that Hisham narrates that if Imam ! id Ibn 


“som 
_ would recite Stra Ikhlas a hundred thousand ti mes < and senc 
_ the rewarc d to her son. [Jahan Didah] 


OOO: a4 


4 
s 


came angry, the woman recited the following verse of : ‘Abe al-Karim B. Mu’awiyah says, I was told that Hafsah 
the Quran, “Those who suppress their anger.” Hearing this he would ret recite. half the Quran every night, and besides the da: : 
immediately abated his anger. Taking advantage of the situa- of Te shriq J anc the two days of ‘Eid she used to fast the entir 
tion, she recited the following part of the verse, “... and those ea Si siren s Safwah Vol 2] , 
who forgive people...” he then told her that she was forgiven & | 
Fully exploiting the opportunity, she recited the concluding | KKH K 


ah ‘Abidin Shami RA was a great Fagih au 
scholar. His mother was still alive when he died’a 


it 1s narrated that like other women she did not complain or 
s death. As long as she lived, pein : week she 
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A woman and her child 


o 


The repentance of prostitutes 


fasion Malik RA narrates, "A woman came to 'A'isha 
RAvangeAysha RA gave her three dates. The woman 
Sach of her two children a date and kept one 
| mine children ate the two dates and then looked 
ipmotherone took her date and split it into two and gave 


ee 


here was once a drought in a place called Sandilah. Tig 


residents became extremely worried. Salat al-Istisg 
was read daily, but there was still no sign of rain. Aftg 
a few days, the prostitutes of the locality came to the chiefs 
the area and said that all this trouble was a result of their ey 


f 
. 


y 


1 me. ooh child half of it. T % came and 'A'is ; Me, 
actions. They requested permission to come out in the opé ach hue Nath t. The Prophet * came and ‘A‘isha told him No 
field and repent without any men around, lest the wrath q Poll ity Heysalds Are you surprised at that? Allah will show as 

mnierey because of her mercy towards her child." [Adab al- EMERY 


Allah descends instead of mercy. 


pe =H & Tau 
Mufrad Hadit? WC SY) 
age ee ee 


i) 


Thus, arrangements were made, and all the women went) 
to the jungle, fell into prostration and started weeping. The 
kept saying, ~O Allah! All this is due to our misfortune, 
are sinful and immoral, but do not punish your creation bg 
cause of us.” They prayed to Allah how much they could. The 
narrator narrates that they had just raised their heads and 1 
mediately it started raining. [Lataife thanwi| 
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Hasan Basri and his slave girl 


Oo 


Ds i * sO ( fice) Madhrat Hasan Basri Ra was visiting the marke 
~ @withyhis slave-girl. He instructed her saying: “stay pul 

hereand do not move until I come back.” Thereaftet 
Teitiovattendysome work. When he came back, he did not 
| her at the spot. He found her at home. He asked, “My little 
‘Where didiyou disappear? She answered, “You left me ina 
lice Where Allah's name is not mentioned much!” [Educational 
cyclopedia of Islam, Syed Iqbal Zahir] 
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| A pious Maid 


rified. The maid said to him, “When you can’t be 
this world how will you be able to bear the fire o! 
ter?” [al-Mustatraf] 


ss Os 


Umm e Sharik 


adhrat “Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas RA 
Umme Sharik RA was living in Makk 
she had developed an appreciation of | 
Islam and thus accepted Islam. After accep 
would secretly meet the women of Qurays! 
them to accept Islam by inviting them to Isla 
that it became apparent to the polytheists of M 
had become a Muslim. As a result of this, t 
Makkah caught her and said: ‘If it was not ! 


| bdullah b. Marziig was one of the officers « 
| liph, al-Mahdi. He was once intoxicated 
| result, missed his Salah. One of his m 
| came and placed a burning ember on his feet. He wo} 


have punished you severely, but now we will only be 
7 : ice We return you to the Muslims.’ 


I the Ca x, ne a or. I was eh i in this condition for three days without 


nd as@ , f ir water. I spent three days in such a way that I did 
slaveg not hear the sound of anything that moves on the ground. 3 
© up (eg Whenever the’polytheists of Makkah would stop at any place, ~ 
e fire Of tiey would tie me up and put me in the sun whilst they would Ned 
nereal x and sit inthe shade and would not give me anything to eat A : 


t rr. ~ — ee 
ordnnky would stay in that state even after they would have 


In the meanwhile they camped at a place and tied me in the 
teat of the’sun whilst they walked away to the shade. All of a 
sudden, I felt the coolness of something on my chest. Wheg 
looked up, it wa Vv as a bucket of water. I drank a little bit of wat 
ftom it before it was removed and lifted back up. A little whi 
a the ie ket car e down again, so I drank from it untilat 
- s lified again Tt came down again in a similar manner 


donk a Title from it and then it was lifted again. This hap- 
) Ff everal times. Finally, the bucket was handed over 0 
‘me. | drank to my heart's content and poured the rest of the wa 
ler on my body ¢ ad clothes. 

When they w dke up and noticed the effect of water on me~ 
and saw ny § good condition, they said: *Did you untie yourself 
‘and drink oe m our water skins?’ | said no and explained 
ent.’ They said: ‘If what you say is true, then 


the enti e IE INC! 
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SS 


A pious Maid would have te you severely, but now we will only be 
relieved once \ pei turn you to the Muslims.’ 


narrates the atthe polytheists of Makkah seated me on a 

. bdullah b. Marzutg was one of the officers of the Cg a . he Be _— ane a a cso oF penis a 
der me eith st) Was left in this condition for three days without 

iy food/or water. I spent three days in such a way that I did 
ae Ne) und of anything that moves on the ground. 
Whenever the polytt neists of Makkah would stop at any place, 
al ould tie me P and put me in the sun whilst they would 
goand sit in: the’shade and would not give me anything to eat 


ot drink. I [would stay in that state even after they would have 
Sete te te tt left. ‘ 


Inthe me: nwhile, they camped at a place and tied me in the 
1mm e Sharik We of the suwh Ist they walked ppay to the shade. All of a 
sudden, IMeltthe*coolness of something on my chest. When 
looked up, it Was a bucket of water. I drank a little bit of water 
fom it before It We Benes and lifted back up. A little while 
er, th bucket came down again, so | drank from it until it ~ 


liph, al-Mahdi. He was once intoxicated and as q 


result, missed his Salah. One of his maid slaveg 
came and placed a burning ember on his feet. He woke up ter 
rified. The maid said to him, “When you can’t bear the fire of 
this world how will you be able to bear the fire o: ereafs 
ter?” [al-Mustatraf] 


adhrat “Abdullah Ibn | geopas RA 1 s thal Was s lifted again. It came down again in a similar manner, I 
Umme Sharik RA was living in Makk: nearly drank a little from it and then it was lifted again. This hap- 


she had developed an appreciation of t ness of penec severallt times. Finally, the bucket was handed over to 


Islam and thus accepted Islam. alter accept n, she me, I drank to 1 my heart's content and poured the rest of the wa- 
would secretly meet the women of Quraysh ourage ler on my y body a Perlothes 
them to accept Islam by inviting them to Islan > extent a hi. 2 
that it became apparent to the polytheists of M » that cil id n they and i a effect of water on “" 
- 8a Vm Wi } > 
had become a Muslim. As a result of this, t! sts Of wide oF condition, t  . Me no ee 
uP 7 ' i) i cy Vater SKl : ‘ x 
Makkah caught her and said: ‘If it was not fo tribe, We - pou: water / ae ne aa! 
the enti ieineident. They said: ‘If what you say is true, then 
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Safwah; Hilyah al-Awliya, Siyar a’lam al-Nubala] 
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Hadhrat “Uzair AS’s slave girl 
—$— 


AS. When Hadhrat ‘Uzair AS passed by a locality t! 
in ruins, he wondered, “How will Allah ever res‘! 
place again?” As a result of this Allah made him go | 
for a hundred years. 


Hadhrat “Uzair AS had a slave girl who was ver) 
him and at the time when he was put to sleep, she v 
twenty years old. After a hundred years when Allah \ 
up, he sat on his donkey and headed straight to 
Maadis. On reaching Bayt al-Maqdis he went strai; 
locality, but no one recognized him, and he was una 
cate his house. Finally, after guessing his way throug 
to the door of his house. At the door, there was a: 
woman hundred and twenty years of age. This was 
Slave-girl which he had left hundred years ago. He 
“Is this “Uzair’s house?” After replying in the affin 
Started crying and remarked, “I have not heard anyo 


your religion is better than our religion.’ When they went to 
see their water skins, they noticed that they were exactly how 
they left them. They accepted Islam straight away. [Sifa 


n the Quran, Allah mentions the story of Hadhrat *U; 


_ 
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fis name for a long time.” Hadhrat ‘Uzair said, “I am ‘“Uzair.’ 
| The old lady remarked, “Subhanallah! It has been a hundred 

years since. ne went missing and till today, I have not heard 
q whim.” Hadhrat ‘Uzair said, “I am ‘Uzair. Allah has 
‘awakened me after putting me to sleep for a hundred years.” 
‘The woman replied, “’Uzair was a man whose supplications 
"were accepted. If he supplicated for an ill person, they would 
— become well and if he was to supplicate for someone in diffi- 
mei ty their dif culty would be removed. So, if you are truly 
‘Uzair then'supplicate for me so that I may regain my eyesight 
an recognize you.” Hadhrat ‘Uzair AS uttered a few word 
and passed his hands over her face. Through the command 
Allah, her eyesight was restored. When she saw him} Spor 


dS . <n 
r neously She exclaimed, “I bear witness that you are definit 
20 ‘Uzaitr.” She went to the gathering of the Bani Isra’ll anda 
nounced, “Uzair is back and Allah has sent him tojyouyon 
‘again.” The Banu Isra’il did not believe her. She them said t 
1 them, “Look at me; I am that same blind and crippled) womar 
7 ‘i hre gh the Du’a of ‘Uzair I am standing in front you fitanc 
: | healthy” [Hayat al-Haywan Vol || 
is 4 i Ds as a8 
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ame for a long time.” Hadhrat ‘Uzair said, “I am “Uzair. 
> old lady temarked, “Subhanallah! It has been a hundred 
rs since ga “went missing and till today, I have not heard 
boutshim. Hadhrat “Uzair said, “I am ‘Uzair. Allah has 
vakened Patter putting me to sleep for a hundred years.” 


~ 


so * os as a4 ee 
The wom: mireplied, “*Uzair was a man whose supplications 
ere icceptec d. If he Supplicated for an ill person, they would 
come V Bila and if he was to supplicate for someone in diffi- 
Vitheim difficulty would be removed. So, if you are truly 
“Uzair then supplicate for me so that I may regain my eyesight 
nd recogniz you.” Hadhrat ‘Uzair AS uttered a few Word 
Phis hands over her face. Through the command 
yesight was restored. When she saw him, sf 


your religion is better than our religion.’ When they went to 
see their water skins, they noticed that they were exactly how 
they left them. They accepted Islam straight away. [Sifat al- 
Safwah; Hilyah al-Awliya, Siyar a’lam al-Nubala] 
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—___—<$§$<—. $$$ um 


n the Quran, Allah mentions the story of Hadhrat *Uzair 
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AS. When Hadhrat *Uzair AS passed by a locality that was | 

in ruins, he wondered, “How will Allah ever restore this y she exclaimed, “I bear witness that you are; aehir 
place again?” As a result of this Allah made him go | ep Zalr.” She went to the gathering of the Banu Isra™ 

Uzair is back and Allah has sent him to you 


for a hundred years. 


Hadhrat “Uzair AS had a slave girl who was ver) to 
him and at the time when he was put to sleep, she vy ly 


in. The Banu Isra’il did not believe her. She then's 
: 0k at me; I am that same blind and crippled)wot 


igh the Du’a of “Uzair I am standing in front youwfit 


twenty years old. After a hundred years when Allah w: m ° ae ae 
up, he sat on his donkey and headed straight to | u- —_ peny 1 
Maadis. On reaching Bayt al-Maqdis he went strais is srk kk 
locality, but no one recognized him, and he was una 0- 


cate his house. Finally, after guessing his way throug! ne 
to the door of his house. At the door, there was an. nd 
woman hundred and twenty years of age. This was le 
Slave-girl which he had left hundred years ago. He : eT, 
“Is this “Uzair’s house?” After replying in the affir he 


Started crying and remarked, “I have not heard anyo: mn 
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The daughter of 
Fudhayl b. “Ayadh Ra 


through a little pain, he has kept the rest of my body at px 
Hearing this, Fudhayl b. ‘Ayadh asked her to show | 
hands. When she took her hand out, he kissed it. She the 


to him, I ask you by Allah, do you love me? Fudhay! 


“Yes, by Allah!” The young girl said, “May Allah for 


I had never thought that you would love anyon: 
Allah.” 


Hearing this, Fudhayl b. “Ayadh shrieked and 
Said, “My dear girl! You are reprimanding me | 
someone else besides Allah. O Allah by your ho: 


never associate anyone one with you in your love 
Haywan Vol 1] 
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udhayl b. “Ayadh Ra had a young daughter who 
suffering from some pain in her hands. One | a 
Fudhayl asked her, “How is your hand?” She replied, _ Islam; it wall suffice as my Dowry.” 
“It is Allah’s grace. By Allah! Even though he has pu! 


i 


Wads 


: : 
dy, 


tils 
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Umm Sulaym bint Milhan 


=) 


) ain mM Sulaym was the fortunate mother of Anas B. 


1M ilik RA. After her husband’s death, she was pro- 
4 posed by Abu Talha RA who had not yet accepted 
hy She said to him, “Do you not feel ashamed of worship- 

biece Of wood that grows out of the earth, and then 


"carveduintovan idol by an Abyssinian carpenter? If you accept 


. Later Abu Tfalha RA accepted Islam and married her. Afte 
“sometime; they had a child who became quite sick. One dai 
-while'Abu Talha RA had gone out, the child passed ay 


I a Ln a; mmm @ Ely 


With great patience and wisdom, Umm Sulay nm cover 
ch Id, placed him in a corner of the house and told’ her hot 
 holdnotto inform Abi Talha of the incident. When Abi Ta 
2A returned in the evening she did not make him >el the | 
- disturbed or grieved, and when he asked about the) @hil 
: health she replied, “He is in a much peaceful state.” Sheithere 
ifter prepé red the night meal, adorned herself as if mo tragec 
had occurrec and spent the night with Abu Talha. 


She then asked Abi Talha, “If someone borrowed) some= 
: thing fro n someone does he have the night to deny returmimgat 
when he is asked for it?” After replying in the negative Umm 
Sulaym'Said to him, “seek reward in your Child’s death.” 
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The daughter of Jmyr Sulaym bint Milhan 


Fudhayl b. “Ayadh Ra 


O 


i mm Sulaym was the fortunate mother of Anas B. 
} Malik RA. After her husband’s death, she was pro- 
7 | posed by Abu Talha RA who had not yet accepted 
a Siiersaiad to him, “Do you not feel ashamed of worship- 
ingeasplece Ol wood that grows out of the earth, and then 
udhayl b. “Ayadh Ra had a young daughter who was Lb 5 NS 

aie er: | caved inte an idol by an aesman carpenter? If you accept 
Suffering from some pain in her hands. One day, 4 1 D 

: am, it will s 

Fudhayl asked her, “How is your hand?” She replied, ia miccasmy Dowry.” 


LatenAbu Palha RA accepted Islam and married her. Aftenyy 


“It is Allah’s grace. By Allah! Even though he has put me 

through a little pain, he has kept the rest of my body at peace.” some time, they had a child who became quite sick. One dat 
Hearing this, Fudhayl b. “Ayadh asked her to show him her while Abt ae a RA had gone out, the child passedawe 
hands. When she took her hand out, he kissed it. She then said With § reat pz tience and wisdom, Umm Sulaym covered ~ 


in a corner of the house and told | | 


to him, I ask you by Allah, do you love me? Fudhay! replied, child, places hit 
Yes, by Allah!” The young girl said, “May Allah forgive you, 
I had never thought that you would love anyone les 


Allah.” 

Hearing this, Fudhayl b. ‘Ayadh shrieked and s sly replied, “He is in a much peacett state.” She tk 
said, “My dear girl! You are reprimanding me | ng ues r prepared the night meal, adorned herself as fn 10 tras 
someone else besides Allah. O Allah by your ho: I] Ne ‘oot Urred and spent the night with Abi Talha. 


i then asked Abi Talha, “If someone borrowed St 
g irom someone does he have the right to deny returnin 
en he is asked for it?” After replying in the negative mm 
ilaym said to him, “seek reward in your Child’s death.” 


never associate anyone one with you in your love. 
Haywan Vol 1] 
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Women who amazed us Women who amazed us 


| wonderec why she did not answer me at that moment. She 
n , fo spenc the night with Sheikh Najib al-Din. As er 
mons, | went away. Just before dawn the next day a 
micame running and informed me that my mother 


Grieved, Abi Talha RA proceeded straight to the Prophe: 
relating to him how he was treated by his wife. Ihe Prophe! 
prayed for blessings in the night they had spent. 


‘Ibayah B. Rifayah, the narrator mentions that | had seen 2 ; ich ee 7 

: ; + e€ al once. Ol inigntened and endguired i! everyting 

seven of her children in the Masjid and they were all Hut/az of »y E ; 4 é hg 
z | Seereplied in the affirmative. When | came to my 

the Quran. [Sifatus safwah Vol 1] = ‘ 


meal 10 me, “Yesterday you had asked me some- 


Sepromised tO give you an answer today. Now listen 
& my right hand she said, “O Lord, I entrust 
| » Saying this, her soul departed, and | thanked 
Iwas more pleased with the answer she gave than if 
Seave the house filled with gold and precious peagl 
vat 6 AZimat Vol 3} 
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Imam Muslim RA mentions a narration that the Prophei @ 
once Saw a dream regarding which he said, “When | entered 
paradise, I heard the sound of footsteps in front of m - 
ticed that ii was Ghumaysa bint Milhan, the mother o! 
ibn Malik RA.” 


wRKKK 


Khwaja Nizamuddin Awliya Ra’s mo 


An obedient woman 


hwaja Nizamuddin Awliya Ra says: Once, 
ing the new moon | came to pay my resp 
other as it was my habit. She asked me. 

would you pay your respects next month?” H: 

words from her | sensed that her death was nea var ho 
asked, “Mother! To whom do you entrust a weal iemseee Madhrat “Umar RA and said to her, "The one ™ 
person like me” she replied, “I will answer you: "page you fas died, so come out,” she replied. "Il am maty 
morrow.” mg Obey him when he is alive and disobey him wheats 
- " (Mu ta imam Malik} j 

/ 


ibn al-Khattab passed by a leprous Wom 
. j Hos of the Ka bah and said to her. "Slave of 
wae not make people uneasy. Better that yous 


mer SO She did so. Someone passed by her 2 


- - ; 
>, 
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prayed for blessings in the night they had spent. 


the Quran. [Sifatus safwah Vol 1] 


ibn Malik RA.” 
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other as it was my habit. She asked me, 
would you pay your respects next month?” He: 
words from her I sensed that her death was near. 


morrow.” 


Grieved, Abu Talha RA proceeded straight to the Prophet 
relating to him how he was treated by his wife. The Prophet ! 


‘Ibayah B. Rifayah, the narrator mentions that | had seen 
seven of her children in the Masjid and they were all Huffaz of 


Imam Muslim RA mentions a narration that the Prophet # 
once saw a dream regarding which he said, “When | entered 
paradise, I heard the sound of footsteps in front of me. | no-} 
ticed that it was Ghumaysa bint Milhan, the mother ot 


Khwaja Nizamuddin Awliya Ra’s mother 


hwaja Nizamuddin Awliya Ra says: Once, af! 
ing the new moon I came to pay my respec! 


67 


eal il 
De 


asked, “Mother! To whom do you entrust a weak a: 
person like me” she replied, “I will answer your qu: 


\nas 


(Tarikh Da’wat 0 Azimat Vol 3) 


| _ house; so she did so. Someone passed by her after the 
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] wondered why she did not answer me at that moment. She 

iold me to spend the night with Sheikh Najib al-Din. As per 

ferinsuuctions, | went away. Just before dawn the next day a 
malidsetvant came running and informed me that my mother 
wanted me savonce. | got frightened and enquired if everything 
was ok. She fc plied in the affirmative. When I came to my 
mother she said to me, Yesterday you had asked me some- 


Na spromised to give you an answer today. Now listen 


taretullyeesHolding my right hand she said, “O Lord, I entrust 
fimtowouncare. Saying this, her soul departed, and I thanked 


Hwas more pleased with the answer she gave than if 
pave the house filled with gold and precious pearls 
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An obedient woman 


O 


Y m: r ibn al-Khattab passed by a leprous womanit 
Ntawat of the Ka’bah and said to her, "Slave of All 
"do not make people uneasy. Better that you stay 


Se/of Hadhrat “Umar RA and said to her, "The one who 
) Syou has died, so come out," she replied, "I am not go: 
obey him when he is alive and disobey him when hea 
"Th Mu atta Imam Malik] 
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Fasting in Rajab 


here was a devout woman in Basrah. When her death 

drew near, she instructed her son to shroud her in the 

clothes she wore while worshipping during the month 
of Rajab. However, when she died her son forgot her request 
and shrouded her in a different shroud. When he retun 
the clothes she wore in Rajab were missing. A voice « 
from the unseen, “take your shroud; we have 
, her own clothes. Whoever accPS the fasts of Rajab we do 


f keep them sad in their graves.’ fol 1] 


shrouded her | 


* [Nuzhah al-majalis \ 
+ @* @* @* a 


Prepared for death 


bu “Ali al-Misri narrates: I had an elderly n¢ 
who used to bathe the dead. One day [| aske 
narrate something amazing that he has witne 
narrated the following incident: 
man, dressed smartly came to me and asked if | coi 
one of their deceased. I said yes and then followed 

we reached a house where he made me wait outsid 


“Once. a handsom 


ed 
home, he saw that the shroud she was buried in was there, but 


’ 
iw 
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Hea handsome young girl, resembling the young man 
ameout Wiping her eyes. She asked me, “Are you the bath 
id, Yes.” She told me to enter saying, “In the name of 
wa Hawla wa la Quwwata illa billah.’ When | entered 
| e, I saw the young man who came to me, He was lying 
(a bedsand he was in the throes of death, his soul was up to 
hroat and his eyes were wide open, He had placed his 
shroud and the Hani’ by his head. Before | could even sit by 
ore: hed his last. | remarked, “ 
int; he recognized his time of death.” | bathed him whi 
ny hands vere trembling. After | finished bathing th 
oy, the young girl came to me. She was his $i 
‘forehead and said, “I will short 
dil: "AST got up to leave, she thanked me and 
fe if ee can also do what you do very well 
§ shaken by her words as | realized 
f fate as the young boy. 


Subhdnaliadh'! This man 


7 \ 


we : Pa ~ ;= 
fim on f 
—. Ta 


" * 
= wt 
r. 
) 
‘| 


After burying the young man, I came to my} 
1th voile € incident to her. Later, | brought her 
hot Se Of the young girl. I stood outside her Fi 9) 
permis sion to enter. She said, “in the name of All 
a ife enter. ” When my wife entered, she saw the YOu 
<a d he st face towards the Qiblah and she had brea 1 
y wife bathed her and thereafter buried her 
. eiey Allah have mercy on them both. [al-M 


ound 
vy 


; other tL 
i? é 


OT 


sent ised when bathing a deceased 
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Fasting in Ray ab z ame Out wiping her eyes. She asked me, “Are you the bath- 


ie ah. oe wa la Quwwata illa billah.” When | entered 

e; 1 saw the young man who came to me. He was lying 

1 tac dhe was in the throes of death, his soul was up to 
» hisstatoateand his eyes were wide open. He had placed his 
ia and ie Hanut’ by his head. Before I could even sit by 
~ him, he bree athed his last. | remarked, “Subhdnallah! This man 
as int; he recognized his time of death.” I bathed him while 
my hands were trembling. After I finished Datos the your 
boy, th heyoung girl came to me. She was his sistens 
im on his ; forehead and said, “I will shortly 
you.” As | I got up to leave, she thanked me and sa 
" wife if she can also do what you do very well 3 
KAKI lead.” J was shaken by her words as I realized st | 
: e fate as the young boy. 


here was a devout woman in Basrah. When her death 

drew near, she instructed her son to shroud her in the 

clothes she wore while worshipping during the month 
of Rajab. However, when she died her son forgot her request 
and shrouded her in a different shroud. When he returned 
home, he saw that the shroud she was buried in was there, but 
the clothes she wore in Rajab were missing. A voice came 
from the unseen, “take your shroud; we have shrouded her in 
her own clothes. Whoever keeps the fasts of Rajab we do not 
P keep them sad in their graves.” [Nuzhah al-majalis Vol || 


‘. 


After bu I ing the young man, I came to my Wi NV. 
ed the entire incident to her. Later, I brought her ¥ 
; ho iseor the young girl. I stood outside her doom a 

permission to enter. She said, “in the name of Alla 
> enter.” When my wife entered, she saw the ye 
e had her face towards the Qiblah and she had bre 
al M My ife bathed her and thereafter buried ne 


b rother - Me lay Allah have mercy on them both. (al -Mus 


Prepared for death 


bu “Ali al-Misri narrates: I had an elderly n r 
who used to bathe the dead. One day [| aske: ) 
narrate something amazing that he has witn 
narrated the following incident: “Once, a handson : 
man, dressed smartly came to me and asked if | co 
one of their deceased. I said yes and then followed — s 
we reached a house where he made me wait outsid _. cent usec when bathing a deceased 
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The reward of charity is famida Begum: A brave woman 


- 


——— 9 


multiplied by ten 


@naneir s reign, the fortress of Daulatabad was under 
Meal-Mulk. Hamid Khan, a Negro was the court con- 
MeNizam al-Mulk, and inside the palace, Hamid 
ite; Hamida Begum had assumed the supreme say. 
Mordinary woman, but she gradually gained power 
Yizam al-Mulk’s court. When she rode out, the nobles 
iiitany cOmmanders walked beside her horse on foot. Ni- 
Mulk was a tool in the hands of this couple. During this 


ne of the judges of Basrah had a very pious daughte 

who had heard about the virtues of charity. It so hap- 

pened that one day a beggar came at her door. She 
called her slave-girl and told her to give the beggar a pear] that 
was within the braids of her hair. In fear of her father, she hast- 
ily cut her braids and gave them to the beggar. The beggar took 
the pearl out and threw the braid of hair away. The girl’s fa- ime Adil Khan sent a huge army against Nizam al- 
ther, the judge of Basrah was informed that his daughter had 1a why man to send in opposition. Hamidags 
committed an insolent act and cut her braids. The father sum- services Saying that if she did win, it woul 
moned her and enquired her about the complaint. She re- nd if she were vanquished, it would be @ 
marked, ~God forbid that such should happen!” The father lo consideration for a woman. Nizam al-M 
Said, “Ok, let me see your hair”. She said, “First let me read nd Hamida Begum marched with the for 
two rak’ats.” She prayed two rak’ats and in prostration, she he soldiers with her generosity and when tf 
cried to Allah, “O Allah, I have hope in you and | gave ll ir- armies cl: st ed, she stood like an adamantine rock in T 
ity only for your sake. My faith only lies with you. Do not cis- 1s, ir spired by her presence, the soldiers foug 
grace me in front of my father”. She had just raised her head y and not long after ‘Adil Khan’s troops fled in conf 
from prostration, and she had ten braids of hair and 1) ry aid disorder, leaving behind their artillery. 
braid, there was a pearl. [Nuzahatul Majalis, Vol 1} a = 

Mirza Hadi Writes: 
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She)put on her veil over her pretty form and fastened om 
mented'Sword and dagger around her waist. And when th 
forces Tayed in opposition, she gave a bold, gallant 


« 
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The Madrassah Sawlatiyyah 


a 


rageous fight to Adil Khan’s forces and encouraged her forces 
to kill, fight and strike boldly, and promised bounties for them. 


O 


_ 


She herself stood manfully like an impenetrable mountain dur- 


ing the fight and completely discomfited the assailants. [Heroic 
deeds of Muslim women] 


LI 


Maulana Rahmatullah Kiranwi RA was one of the 


4, 
N/ 
; 
; 


Y/ great Indian freedom fighters. Due to circumstanc- 
Ve es, he had to migrate from Hind to Hijaz where he 
decided to : Stablish a Madrassah. However, he could not find 
themeans)to go ahead with his plans. Coincidentally, during 
tt at time, a very pious and illustrious lady from the familysed 
“Tipu Sultan, Sawlatun Nisa had come from Calcuttayto 
- form Hajj. hen the proposed plan of the Madre ssah was 
_ sented before her, she strongly supported the blessed cau 


donated a staggering thirty thousand rupees for the Madre 


* OO a 


A statement full of courage 


he story of Islamic Spain is one of the highlights of 
Islamic history. When the last Sultan of Granada, Abu 


ty 7 “AS : | 
‘Abdullah handed over the keys of his fortress to the a oday's days this would be equal to the hundred thous 
Christian conqueror, he looked upon the country that the Mus- By sn today this Masdrassah exists in Saudi 
lims had ruled for six hundred years. Tears overflowed his hur jreds and thousands of students have gradu ated fror 
eyes. The Sultan’s mother who stood beside him rep ed fadrassah. This Madrassah was named after her 
ee _ known as, “Madrassah Sawlatiyyah’. (Mithaali Khawateen] 
“You may well weep like a woman for what you c ot 


OO a 4 


defend like a man.” [Heroic deeds of Muslim women] 
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Zayb al-Nisa the daughter Aysha bint ‘Imran Manubi 


of an emperor 


oO 


{ter completing the memorization of the Quran under 
her father, she fully engrossed herself in worship and 
scut herself off from all worldly pleasures. She had 
pleted one thousand five hundred and twenty completions 
0) aa yin her life. She loved to spend on the pootans 
| 2) 2 dae were in difficulty. She never kept any"of 
f ack for her own needs. She used to say “If on 

remains in any pocket till the night which I hadt 
Sadagah, my entire night’s worship will be incom 
passed away in 665 A.H. while reciting 1e vers 
Jah is with 1 ose who adopt Taqwa and those 
. ly do gc 9d’. [Who are the Women of the iran 


ayb al-Nisa was a famed poetess and the daughter of 

the emperor Aurangzeb. Aurangzeb ‘Alamgir gifted 

Maryam al-Kashmiriyyah 30,000 gold Dinars after his 
daughter Zayb al-Nisa memorized the Qur’an under her super- 
vision. As well as memorizing the Quran, she also learnt writ- 
ing and the different styles of calligraphy; she studied Hadith 
and Figh according to the prevalent syllabus. She possessed a 
huge library with many rare and amazing books. There was no 
woman in that time that could compare with her in her talent, 
genius, clarity of thought and gentle nature. She never married. 


She was the author of many books. By her request, Shaykh : 
Safi al-Din Ardabili translated ‘al-Tafsir al-Kabir’ of ‘Allamah . KKK K 
Fakhr al-Din Razi into the Persian language and na it rs 

‘Zayb al-Tafasir’ after her name. [Who are the Women of | an, 


MI ‘Imran Kaji] Umm al-Sa'd a proficient O 


*) 
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Yimmu al-Sa’d was born in north Cairo. At 
age of one, she lost her eyesight Bor: be 
fizah in Alexandria at the age of | fi 


Ji 


‘Ouaill Tecitation under a great woman 


- 
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Nafeesah. After completing her memorization of the Qur’an, sustenance from the unseen 


she went to Shaykhah Nafisah and requested to study the ten — 


Qira’aat (recitations). Nafisah agreed on the condition that 


Ummu Sa'd would not marry. Shaykhah Nafisah would refuse 
to teach girls because after marrying they would become busy T dhrat Uthman b. Qasim narrates that when Umm 
and then neglect the Qur’an. Ummu Sa’d went on to become | tyman migrated to Madinah, she reached a place 
the most knowledgeable in the science of Qira’ah. Being the eeecalied Munsarif by the evening, which was just be- 
only woman to specialize in the ten Qira’ah, she had spent forerRawnasone had been fasting that day and was extremely 
over fifty years granting 1jazah (license to read) in the te hirsty ¢ iad no water. When the thirst became unbearable, a 
Qira ah. She herself would say, "It is from the blessing of Al- buck ater suspended from a white rope was lowere¢ 
lah that anyone in Alexandria who has obtained an ijazah (li to her fror he sky. She took hold of it and drank to héram 
cense) in the Qur’an, in any type of Qira'ah, has either received Therea he would always say, “I never felt thirsty aft 

it directly from me or from someone who I have given 1jaza incide | fact, 1] would even go out during midd: , 

to.” Ummu Sa'd once commented: "Sixty years of memorizing tremely he Jays while fasting, but would never gé 

the Qur’an and its recitations has made me unable to forget an et thatdrink. Fasting during very hot days there 

of it. I can recall every verse, its chapter and its Juz, | knoy made r lirsty.” (Hayat al-Sahaba; Ibn Sa’d] 

the verses that are similar (Mutashabih) and how to rex 3 
Same verse in different Qira’ah. I feel like I know the ( : HK KK 
like my name, I cannot imagine forgetting a letter of 11 
ing a mistake in it. I do not know anything othe 
Qur’an and its recitations. I never learned science, list« 
lecture, or memorized anything other than the Qur’ 
texts that were related to the Qur’an and Tajweed. | 
anything other than that.” [Who are the Women of the Q 
Kaji] 
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Laughing in pain 
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t has been reported that the wife of Hadhrat Fath al-Mosuli 
Ra accidentally fell and as a result cut her fingernails. Re- 
markably, she started laughing. Somebody asked her, “Do 
you not feel any pain?” she replied, “The lust of reward re- 


moved the bitterness of the pain from my heart.” [Qisas al- 
Awliya abridged Nuzhah al-Basateen] 


a sO: "4 


Awareness of Allah 


and said to the woman, 


“shut the gates.” She replied, “I have shut them all exc 
one, which I cannot shut. He asked, “which one is that?” S 
said, “the gate that is between us and Allah.” On receiving | 


answer, the man repented and begged to be forgiven.” [Kas! 
Mahjub- English translation Prof. Renold A. Nicholson] 


os ss Os Ot 


leading man in Basrah went into his garden. By 
chance, his eye fell upon the beautiful wife of his 
gardener. He sent the gardener away on an errand, 
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A mother’s legacy 


») 


ne of the governors of Egypt sent for Ibn al-Furat and 
said to him, “1 have been harbouring evil intentions 
regarding you for a long time now. I would have 
) arre t you and confiscate all your possessions, but I 
a yOu in my dreams on numerous occasions, resisting 


osir g me by means of a loaf of bread. I always see you 
: from my clutches. | then command my soldiers to 
id you, but when they shoot arrows at you, you defer 
¥y means of the loaf of bread in your hand 
ill never be able to harm you. Please tell 
hind this loaf of bread is.” 


i-Furat replied, “O governor, since I was 
ny mother would place a loaf of bread b 
id the next morning, she would give it ay 
dehalf. This remained her practice unti 
sontinued with this practice ever since. I 
loaf of bread beneath my pillow and give 
he next morning.” 


governor was taken aback and replied, “I wil 
) harm you from now onwards. In fact, I now 
houghts about you and have developed true 
Pearls from the path; al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah] 
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A pious mother 


EE ——————Eeee 


caused the angels to leave. You may do with it as 


please.” [Enjoy your life, al-‘ Arifi] 


KK KKK 


heikh Muhammad al-‘Arifi writes, “Nayf is one of my | 
friends. He had a very pious mother. She never used to 
like having pictures around in the house, because the 
angels do not enter a house in which there is a dog or a picture. 
She had a young daughter who used to have all sorts of toys, 
except a doll. Her mother used to forbid her from buying dolls: 
but allow her to buy anything else. Her maternal aunt once 
gave her a doll and said, “play with it in your room but don’t 
let your mother see it!” After a couple of days, the mother 
ound out, so she decided to give advice in an appropriate 
manner. When they sat at the dinner table, Umm Nayf said, 
“dear children, for a couple of days I feel that there have been 
no Angels in the house! I have no idea why they left! There is 
neither might nor power except with Allah” The young girl 
listened silently. After dinner, the young girl returned to her 
room to notice the doll amongst her toys. She picked up the 
doll and brought it to her mother and said, “Mum! This is what 
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Romanus and his wife 


2) 


Ining the conquest of Syria, when Busra was con- 
juered, Hadhrat Khalid RA appointed some men to 
sip gather the belongings of Romanus, the governor 
Jpon reaching his home, they found him arguing 
ite who was demanding a divorce. He said, "What 
nt?” She replied, "The leader of your army W 
dec sion." So, they took her to Khalid RA to w 
complaining. A Roman who knew Arabietr 
nd said that she was laying a com 
When Khalid RA asked the cause, § 
night that an extremely handsome miar 
>the full moon came and said, "The ’ 
ind all of Syria and 'Iraq.' I said, "WI 
Muhammad Rasulullah.' He then 
ecepted and then taught me two 
3veryone was amazed and Hadhrat K 
ator that she must recite those chapters 
18 al-Fatihah and al-Ikhlas and renewed 
Slam to Hadhrat Khalid RA. She said t 
Muslim or divorce me." Hadhrat 
‘Pure is He Who guided her.” Thet 
, "Tell her that her husbad embr 


—~ 


is gladdened her. [Conquest of $} 


la iC 
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INDEED. ESPECIALLY IN TIMES OF CONFUSION AND DIFFICULTIES, WE FIND TRUE INSPIRATION, 

INCENTIVE, AND MOTIVATION TO BETTER OURSELVES IN THE ANECDOTES AND STORIES OF GREAT 

LUMINARIES OF THE PAST, THE BEACONS OF TRUE GUIDANCE. THE COMPILER HAS INCLUDED 

STORIES AND EXAMPLES OF PIOUS, GENEROUS, AND COURAGEOUS WOMEN THROUGHOUT 

DIFFERENT CENTURIES: THE SELECTION OF THESE ANECDOTES TRULY BRINGS FORTH A DEEP 

LOVE AND APPRECIATION OF THIS CARAVAN AND CHAIN OF PIOUS WOMEN TO GRACE THE EARTH. 
THE COMPILER DOES NOT ONLY PROVIDE EXAMPLES FROM THE WIVES OF THE PROPHET 4, THE 
FEMALE-COMPANIONS AND WOMEN BEFORE ISLAM, BUT OF DIFFERENT GENERATIONS INCLUDING 
UP TO RECENT TIMES, NAMELY, THE MOTHERS OF MAULANA ILYAS KANDHLAWI AND MAULANA 
UMAR PALANPURI (MAY ALLAH HAVE MERCY UPON THEM).THESE STORIES ENTAIL A VARIETY OF 
MORALS AND PRACTICAL LESSONS, HELPFUL IN RESPONDING TO THE DIFFERENT CHALLENGES OF 
LIFE. THEY HELP TO DEVELOP PATIENCE, RESILIENCE, OPTIMISM AND "STRENGTHEN YOUR HEART 
UPON THE TRUTH". [HUD: 120] - MUFTI HANIF PATEL (ASKOURIMAM.COM) 


